LETTERS” 


| ON ; 
P io; . E R Y: 
'VINDIGATION. 


Civil Princi; IX 77 ' PAPISTS. | 


| By COSMOPOLITA, and! Giles 


I will nothing extenuate, 
Nor aught * down 1 in Malice. 


i | DHAKESPEAR'S Othello, 
SAIL RA ASE RR | 
DUBLIN: 


Pr hes by. R. ENNIS, Bookſeller in — 
1 1775 
4 Frice a Br: 1000 EEG rats * 


» 5 Fu 1 
1 ö : . 
- * 
a 
0 : } 1 
. 1 > . 
25 — : * 
F . s * : 
: „ . , % 
«< » ol * 
* 7 3 
wa 
\ + 
q ' * nf 
= 
N 5 * 
4 * * 7 f 
> 
£ . : 
* * 
* * I * 
- 
* * ' . 
o 1 . s 
5 * * : 
: 8 . } * : I 
* * & - 
+ : - , a 8 
3 1 * N : 
4 ws - c 4 
il ; 6 
ES. of * 0 1 6 c 
| 5 F 
% 
: : 
* « 
% 4 LY Ls bt F 
1. 
* 
| * " 
. 
1 . ; 
| 3 
+ 
od ö P 7 
* 
- 
& 7 — 1 
: f 2 
, 5 . 8 
N wed Z 
— * 
; | | | f | 
- " % „ 
I 7 * ,. 8 5 7 
: 1 
F \ > * 1 — ; 
| ; # Fa 
ö - 1 4 * 7 
E 5 4 : f 
" . 1 5 
4 ”. 
* 4 : 8.32 5 % * 3 
A + x 
1 : | | | | 
21 * . * 7 * 8 5 
1 * 3 2 4 N 0 . Fr £ 
1 : 
q p © 4 2 
ty 0 1 0 
, 3 R b — 
A L * A . 
* 40 
F : 4 
» 
2 * 
* 
k > 5 
* 175 
5 * 4 t 
g 
"+" 
L "a 
” wa 
= * F 
$ 
k 8 a 
* — . 
\ is 8 * 
1 — "TO 
— — — — — rr 
* —_— 0 q £ : : ” P's 
Ee 9 . 7 * Y 


SAR ABS. PAN AIR, ABI, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


8 Pe, are many "wha unhappilly 
think that the religious Principles of 


Papiſts are totally irreconcileable in a poli- 
tical View with the. Maxims of Govern- 
ment, in a Proteſtant Country; it may 
not, perhaps, be unpleaſing to them to 


ſee that their Popiſh fellow - ſubjects are not 


only not debarred from co-operating with 
them, for the common Good of our Coun- 
try, without exerciſing any undue and im- 
proper Influence for the Propagation of 
their Syſtem of Religion, but likewiſe that 
the true and real Principles thereof (of 
which they are not inſenſible) do moſt ef- 
fectually engage them to demean them- 
ſelves in ſuch a Manner, as to render them 

truly uſeful and valuable Members of So- 

ciety, | | 
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Qual Verum atque Decens. Hon! 
HERE is not ſuch an inexhauſtible 
| 7 ſubject in the world as RELIGION ;j— 
2 T A and yet there is nothing which 1s, or 
| 3 ought to be more ſimple in its nature, 
K . beneficial in its effects. The va- 
rious "paſſions and prejudices of - mankind, give 
to that mode of religion which they are reſolved to 
_ condemn and proſcribe, a deformity which does not, 
perhaps, if well examined, belong to it, and by © 
ſtubborn calumny, irritate the profeſſors of it, ſo as 
(by a very natural conſequence) to excite in them, aas 
men, a diflike, and perhaps an antipathy againſt  * 

_ thoſe, who, in the full face of day, inceſſantly im- = 
pute the moſt odious tenets to them 3z—fuch, indeed, 
as would fully juſtify the _ exceſs of "= re- | 

Par wh 3 ny rain . 
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fraint and ſeverity. This is the kindly influence of 


religion perverted, which, in every mode of Chriſti- 
anity that I know of, exhorts, or at leaſt ſeems to ex- 
hort to univerſal benevolence. - e 


The writers againſt Popery have exhauſted them- 


ſelves in endeavouring to render it utterly-odious and 


© abominable, not only-in ar us, but even in a 


civil lights by ſome hiſtorical fałts, ſcattered here and 


there, 1 the ambition of ſome Popes, i in former 
who 


ages, graſped at undue power and authority, be- 
: . it g e ly left within their reach. But 
if ch ey _—_ Fairly, they cannot ſurely, from actions 
that are a 
the ableſt champions of Popery, collect its ſum and 
| eſſence, and pretend to form a catechiſm for Papiſts 
Were I to tell an ' honeſt : man that deceit . villainy 
are his real principles of action, would he not call me 
an impertinent Blockhead for my pains ?—And what 
idea can an honeſt, generous, charitable Papiſt en- 
tertain of him who tells him, that he is obliged, by 


the real tenets of his religion, under pain of eternal 


Damnation, to cõinmit the moſt mocking, the moſt 
attocious Barbarities, that would diſgrace the ſavage 


Indian, bred up to ſlaughter, and nurtered up in blood 


. and.carnage ?—He will anſwer him —_ as a good 


- Chriſtian, that his inſtructors never — t him any 


ſuch doctrine; but on the contrary, inſiſted on uni- 

Detſal Charity to all men as indeſpenſible a duty, as to 
love God, their common Creator. 

IT beg 1 may give no offence when I aſſert, that 

© there are many Papiſts in this kingdom, whoſe noti- 

ons are as enlarged and unprejudiced as thoſe of any 


to be a ſound e 3 but this certainly would not 
* happen did they 
„ wth tenets which would Wanne render them 


monſters | 
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now themſelves to be really ham- 


d have been diſapproved and cenſured by 


B's - Proteſtant. who ſtill perſevere in what they conceive _ 


\ 
* 


ONT 
monſters in ſociety. They read a long lift of imputed 
doctrines, at which they ſhudder, but fall they recur 
to theſe tacid queſtions ?—IFas I ever taught this by 


thoſe whoſe profeſſion it is to teach ? Did I ever find ibis 


in any book containing the real do#rines of my Faith, 
properly authorized and enforced as ſuch by my Church? 
Os the contrary, ſhould a clergyman, dare 46-re>. 


commend ſuch tenets, I well know what would 5e 


his fate, a perpetual baniſhment from that place which” 


ſhould never reſound but with the neceſſary benevo- 


Oo 


lent ſweetneſs of the Goſpel. as | 
lt is not by tales of pope Foun, Antichri, and 
chimerical inventions of a heated or prejudiced ima- 


gination, that ſenſible people are to 478 over; 


they may ſerve for amuſement at the fireſide to judicei- 
ous Proteſtants, and Fapiſts, who are better inſtructed 


than to give themſelves any real concern about the 
fooleries of the illiterate and vulgar. The Papiſt will 
not attempt to draw up another's catechiſm, nor will 


the candid Proteſtant. He will look upon the Papiſt 


as an honeſt Man, if his actions prove him to be ſuch; . 


and if otherwiſe, he will deſervedly call him a willam, 


without recurring to the fooliſh and diſingenuous ex- 
pedient of diſgracing his religion, by tacking the 


word Fpiſb to it. 


Ye happy few! whoſe minds are elevated' far a- 


bove the little arts of prejudice, who ſee clearly thro? . 
the miſt of chimeras that ſurround you, come and take 


up arms with me—the arms of plain ſenſe and rea- 


ſon, —to exterminate, if poſſible, all religious antipa- 


85 12 he deſigu is truely noble; and ye alone, of all 


lankind, are qualified to make the glorious attempt. 


.  COSMOPOLITA,. 
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LETTER H. 
E mw Veeres avia tibi de pulmone Revell. 
92 : | 8 b > E Hox. 1 4 
Nef is more obſervable than when pre- 
| judice of any kind has once gained the aſcen- 
dant in the mind, the ſlighteſt apparent proofs are 
but too fufficient to corroborate and eftablith it there- 
in. Such is the fatal error incidental to human nature, 
| - | | the parent of many others, and ſuch the deceitful 
i veil that diſguiſes truth againſt all the ſtruggling ef- 
forts of rid, although engaged in the inviting and 
. delightful cauſe of charity and humanity. There is 
nothing, therefore, more worthy of the true chriſti- 
an and philofopher, than to endeavour to extinguiſh 
the remaining ſparks of theological hatred ; that de- 
vouring fire, which has fo often confumed and de- 
| frroyed in our hearts that unlinited philantrophy, ſo 
eſſential to the very name of a chriſtian. 7 
The Papifts of this kingdoin are in many reſpecis 
in a ſtrange ſituation ; becauſe ſonie of their forefa- 
thers were wicked and cruet, or, * as others will 
bave it, not ſo meek and patient as, indeed, it be- 
comes all Chriſtians to be, the preſent race of Papiſts, 
whoare, in general, in the view of the whole world, 
à fet of harmlefs, innocent people, muſt be loaded 
with their iniquities, and by this ſecond ſpecies of 
orig inal fin, be damned to detenation and abhorrence, 
notwithſtanding all their endeavours to be chanſed 
from it. It is ſtill ſtranger, that becauſe they are 
well affected, and ready to prove their loyalty to his 
preſent Majeſty, they muſt be reviled and e 


See Hiſtorical Memoirs of the Iriſh Rebellion, by 1. C, 
N. D. artracted from Parliamentary Journals, &. 
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with owning a Sovereign at the other end of Europe! 
Some indiſcreet and flattering Divines have aſeribed 

to the Papacy many mighty powers and prerogatives; 
of which no Papiſt living is obliged to take any no- / 
rice. The French are certainty Papiſts, and” yet 


whoever would undertake to teach the depoſiag pow- _ 


er, or pretend to —_ tein the leaſt from the rights 
of Kings, in all temporal affairs, among them, would 


not be likely to meet with very: tractable Diſciples ; 
on the contrary, impriſonment or baniſhment would 


be the ſole reward of his extravagant zeal for the 
Papacy. 1 15 n Fe f 


The Papiſts of Irelamd ute wo ſenſible of the hleſ- 


ſings of our happy conſtitution, to have the leaſt de- 


fire of undermining it, for the ſake of a mere ſcho- 


laſtic diſpute, and they are too wiſe to forſake the ſub- 


— 


ſtance for a ſhadow. They do not ſhare indeed in 
all its bleſſings, but experience” muſt convince us, 
that it is a ſmall indulgence and lenity, that will ren 


der a Papiſt happy and thankful. 


- Whoever reads hiſtory Tikewiſe, with that attenti- 
on which is requiſite for fuch a ſtudy, will find, that 


Kings themſelves encouraged, or perhaps were the 


primary authors of thoſe high pretenſions in temporal 
matters; which fome Popes arrogated to themſelves, 


as the privileges of their See. We find ſome Princes 
who humbly rmplore permiſſion to mvade the neigh- 


bonring States, under fome pretended religious pre- 
text, and thus demeanthemfelvesin aſking what no 
power on earth could grant. While this chimerical 
prerogative was of fervice to them, they aſked leave 
in a very cordial manner to plunder their neighbours. - 


However ſome of them ſmarted pretty well by the 


tod Which they themſelves had put in the” Pope's 
bands, for the charitable purpoſe of ſcourging thoſe = 
who had neveroffended them; but by pofſefling ſome 
territories which happened to pleaſe them; like a 
nan. who endeavours by every crooked met bad to take 
* | 7 5 : 10 
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do bimſelf a ſpot of land, which he wiſhes to bare 


added to his own garden. This affords a ſtriking 

p ure of human nature. How fond are we of eve- 

ry inſtiument of our paſſions, and how do we exe- 
crate it, when. it happens to be turned againſt us? 
Thus it was with Princes, whilſt they who mana- 
ged this new religious and political engine for their 
own uſe and purpoſe, extolled and magnified it in 
the higheſt degree; declaring all thoſe enemies to 
the church, who reſiſted the Pope's Bulls, (ſuch as 
they were:) they, on the contrary, who were to be 
the ſufferers, very naturally and juſtly exclaimed a- 

gainſt thoſe exorbitant - pretenfions, of which they, 
nevertheleſs, would have made their own uſe, if a 
fair occaſion offered, and had they not been unluc- 

; Kily, engaged in a quarrel with Rome. Ar e 


HFiſtory informs us alſo, that when any contention 

ag aroſe awong the Potentates of Europe, they fre- 

: | quently recurred to the Pope, as their common arbi- 

*trater. What room did they not give him, by this 
conduct, to make him adopt the notion, that he was 
not only the religious, but alſo the political father of 
all Europe ?—Had Sovereigns ated with leſs rapaci- \ 

ty, and more prudence,—had they not ſharpened the 
Word which they could eaſily foreſee might be turn- 
ed againſt themſelves, with equal dexterity, by their 
.antagoniſts,—had they totally confined within them- * 

' elves the deciſion of all political matters; it ſeems 
3mpoſſible, that a man ſtrictly limited to religious af- 
fairs, ſhould ever be able to erect himſelf into ſuch a 
coluſſus in the political world; nor Would any Eccle- 
faaſtic, unleſs he were a fool or a knave, pretend to 
make his court by caſting crowns and ſceptres under 

the Pope's feet, in either of which tka his folly 

| would be ridiculed, or his knggery be puniſhed. At 

| _  _. preſent this huge coloſſus ſubliſts only in idea, and it 

ö is unreaſonable that the image of it ſhould terrify us 
as much as if we law it hanging over cur heads. 


For 


- 


* 


„ ASH 

For this we need no ether proof than the News- pa- 
pers, which clearly inform us, that the Pope is not 
only frequently contradicted, but even infulted, by 
thoſe who nevertheleſs profeſs the ſtricteſt attach- 
ment to the Romiſh-communion. mm 
What is, then, the ſo much dreaded Papal power 
reduced to in our days? To adviſe the Popiſh Cler- 
gy and Laity to live like chriftians, and give good 
example to alt their neighbours.' To this may be 
reduced the whole ſum of the circular letter which 
was ſent by the preſent Pope, * and tranſlated into 
Engliſh, for the benefit of thoſe who are curious. 
enough to know what he recommends to thoſe of his. 
communion throughout the world. If it be abſurd 
to fear a ſhade w, it is certainly as abſurd to fear or 
hate thoſe, the majority of whom know not whether 
any ſuch Papal pretenſions as I have ſpoken of ever 
exiſted in the world. Their inſtructors, it ſeems, 
never thought it a breach of their duty to teach 
them, that the Pope had all the crowns and 3 
in the world at his diſpoſal: they eontent themſelves 
barely with adviſing our countrymen of the Popiſh 
communion to“ fear God, and honour the King.“ 


' COSMOPOLIT.A, 


* CLEMENT XIV. 
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OU have lately given to the Public two letters 
J uritten in behalf of the Papifs of this king- 
dom, and ſigned, Co/mopo/ita'; In this you evinced 
your on impartiality, and proved it was not your 
deſire (any more than it can be that of any rational 
perſon) they ſhould be condemned unheard. I ap- 
plaud the maxim; it is founded on the ſtricteſt juſtice, 
and the moſt commendable philantrophy; and J am 
confident, after an impaltial examen of whate- 


ver can be urged in their defence, the whole bulk of 


] 


ö 


Papiſts in Ireland will be found to conſiſt of two 


claſſes only. the deceivers and the decei ved. The 


impoſers and the if - uh% nn. 
In which of theſe claſſes your correſpondent, 'Cof- 


mopalita, is io be ranked, I cannot yet decide: but 


this I know, he is the moſt decent, candid, and ra- 


| tional advocate for thoſe. of the Romiſh faith,” who 


hath appeared in print within my memory; and, let 
his motives for writing be what they may, he deſerves 


a reply; both from the calm and diſpaſſionate man- 
ner in which he writes; the great ſemblance of truth 


and reaſon which appears in his letters; and the hurt 
to the unwary Proteſtants which may reſult therefrom. 
If he is a deceiver, and promulgates doctrines foreign 
to his thoughts, and contradictory to his knowledge; 
it ſhall be my taſk, to ſtrip off the veil and ſhew the 
fallacy of his arguments. If he is one of the deceived 

and his heart dictates to his pen, then chriſtian cha- 
rity obliges me to undeceive him, and through hiin 
every deceived Romaniſt who may read my letters. 


1 flatter myfelf I am equal to the taſk, ſince my poor 


abilities, aided by TRUTH alone, muſt be ſufficient | 
to overthrow error in every mind ynhardened by ob- 


* 


kkinacy. - ; : 
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In the proſecution of this neceſſary undertaking L 


ſhall lay aſide all prejudice, all rancour, and every 
ſpark of theological hatred ; which I deteſt as much as 


| Coſmopolita can poſſibly do. Let us both plead our 
cauſe at the bar of reaſon, and let irrefragible r R rf 
po the ſentence. I thall produce no witneſs, 


t what himfelf ſhall own to be competent; I ſhalt 
bring no charge without unimpeached evidence for 
its realty. From Coſmopolita 1 ſhall expect my an- 
ſwers, or from writers like him; for I here declare I 
will not vouchſafe a reply to any hot-headed zealot, 


or firebrand declaimer. 


Coſmopolita's firſt letter in your Paper of the 22d 
July, begins with a juft cenſure of thoſe © who are 
1 actuated by prejudices and paſſions; that they 
« impute tenets to that mode of religion they re- 
* ſolve to condemn and proſeribe, which would ju- 


« ftify the utmoſt exceſs of legal reftraint and ſeve- 


gain 
tenets imputed to that faith have been falſſy rendered 


odious and abominable. He allows that this impu- 
tation hath ariſen from “ ſome h7forical facts ſcatter- 
ed here and there, by the ambition of ſome Popes. 


in former ages, who graſped at undue power and 


*« authority, becauſe it was incautiouſly left within 
their reach.“ But he adds, ** thefe bad actions are, 
and have been diſapproved and cenſured by the 


«*« ableſt champions for Popery.” He denies that 


«« the real tenets of the Nbmiſb veligion oblige the pro- 


* rity.” He infers that thoſe who have written a- 
f. Popery have been ſo actuated and that the 


* feſſors, under pain of damnation, to commit the 


moſt ſhocking, the moſt attrocious barbarities.“ 
And affirms that . his inſtructors never taught him 
any ſuch doctrine, but on the contrary, inſiſted on 


* univerſal charity to ALL nn. 
Coſmopolita next proceeds to ſay 


— 


that, „ there are 
« many Papiſts in this kingdom whoſe notions are 
nas enlarged and unprejudiced as thoſe of any Pro- 


— 


— 


FFC 
4 teſtant.“— This I allow, as Men, and while there 
is no neceſſity to exert eccleſiaſtical authority; but 
let them once find that to be neceffary, I will prove 
that, AS profeſſors of the Romijh religion, ; they muſt 
think otherwiſe. —— That is, that whenever the ec- 
cleſiaſſical rules command them to act in conformity 
to the real tenets of their faith, they muſt obey, or 
ceaſe to be of that communion. He adds, that 
4 Papiſts ſhudder at a long lift of imputed Do@rines, 
„ which they declare they never were taught by their 
„ clergy; not could they find them in any book con- 7 
* taining the real doctrines of their faith, properly / 
4% authoriſed and enforced by their church“ 

In his next Letter in your paper of Auguſt 8, C. 
nupolita continues the ſubject. He fays, © the Pa- 
piſts of this kingdom are, in many reſpects in a 

« ſtrange fityation ; they are loaded with the iniqui- 
ties of their forefathers, and are not indulged as 
*© their meek and harmleſs behaviour deſerves, tho? 
&* they endeavour to cleanſe themſelves from this ſe- 
s cond ſpecies of original fin,” and from thence in- 
fers that the Papal authority is now “ a huge coloſ- 
« ſus, exiſting only in idea; and that the Papiſts 
may be ſafely trufled with every immunity and in- 
dulgence beſtowed on their Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects. 
5 The account he gives of the riſe of the antient Pa- 
pal power is very pictureſque, and very juſt, but ! 3 
believe he muſt own, that the decreaſe of that pow-- 
er is more owing to the preſent enlightened ſtate of 
men's minds, than from any relinquiſhment thereof 
by thoſe who would doubtleſs be glad to poſſeſs it 


in all its former extent. | | | | 
Upon the whole, he ſtrives to eſtabliſh two facts; 
the one, that the real tenets of the Romiſh church 
do not, oblige the Papiſts to ſeek the deſtruction of 
Proteſtaniſm ;- the other, that there can be no danger 
from putting the Papiſts of this kingdom on an abſo- 
lutely equal footing with the Proteſtants. Both theſe 
| , 7 8 | points > 


we 


„ 
points I deny; as I doubt not to prove, to the ſatis- 
1 Coſmopolita hitnfelf, that they are founded 
on falſehood. . : 125 1 
In order to ſettle the firſt point, I ſhall not recur 
to any hiftory of a paſt tranſaction. I ſhall not rip 
up any old ſtories of a Fariſian maſſacre, the bone- 
fires of Smithfield, the Croiſades againſt the Albigenſes 
and Weldenſes, the Revocation of the edict of Nantz, 
the perſecutions in the Cevennes, the butcheries at 
Thorn, the caſe of the Diſſidents in Poland, _ the 
| preſent proceedings againſt the Proteſtants in France. 
7 5 NG Jer be boried in oblivion. I will deduce 
the REAL tenets of Popery from their true ſources— 
the canons of the Council of Trent, and the creed of pope 
Aus, which contain the articles of the Roman Catho- 
lic faith, and are the rule to which every Catholic 
muſt adhere. _ n!! 8 
That I may proceed with regularity, and have no | 
occafion to go back, I beg Co/mapolita will anſwer, 8 
with his uſual candor, the following queries.) 2 
I. Was not the Council of Trent the laſt æœcom- 
munical Council held under the authority of the Ro- 7 
miſh Church? 3 ; 
2. Are not the canons of that council, with thoſe © 
of former councils, confirmed thereby, obligatory on «© 
every individual in the Romith Communion ? 
3. Does not the Creed of Pope Pius contain the 
/ ſum and abſtract of the REAL Roman Catholic 
Faith ? . 5 5 2 
4. Do not thoſe canons and that creed contain e- 
very obligatory decree of the Romiſh church? 
Fs 5. Is not every Roman Catholic bound to believe 
and conform to the decrees of his church? 
6. May not every tenet in the above-mentioned 
canons and creed be fairly, juſtly, and charitably ſaid 
do be a tenet of the whole body of Papifls, and of 
-, ' every individual Papilt in the world? And, 
. „ J. Does 
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7. Does not any man ceaſe to be a Papiſt, by diſ- 
allowing of any tenets of his church? 9 85 
Ils eſteem Co/mepolita as a man of learning and can- 
dor. There are, doubtleſs, many thouſand Papiſts 
who never heard of this council of Trent, and may 
have - taken up their faith from the Manuals; Sum of 
the Catholic Faith; Catholic Chriſtian inftructed ; 
and ſuch other books as are publiſhed for their gui- 
dance and direction. In which, the authors, of thoſe 
eſpecially which are printed in Proteſtant countries, 
will takę care to inſert no doctrinal point which may 
be ſhocking to th of e & agiſtrate; 
and which, whilft things are in their preſent fitualion 
may not be neceſſary to inculcate. But, Coſmopolita 
has more ſenſe and more knowledge, than to think 
theſe books contain 4 L L the tenets of the church. He 
muſt know there are others which if occaſion offered, 
- Could be produced ; ſuch as would turn the preſent milk 
to bitter gall; and a people long enured to a blind fub- 
miſſion tochurch decrees, would heſitate but little to 
_ obey others, when they were ſhewn, they ſprung from 
the ſame authority, with thoſe they had hitherto be- 
lieved. If Co/mopolita knows this, he is bound in can- 
__ *dour to confeſs it; if he does not, I will charitably 


- 


make it manifeſt to him. 
7 4 SYDNEY. 
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——Projice tela manu ſanguis meus! Vine. 


T-wete, I think, a curious diſquiſition, and wor- 
thy our attention, to examine and ſearch into the 
almoſt impenetrable nature of that wonderful quality, 
which is dignified with the name of zeal. 5 This, by 
ſome; is conſidered. as effentially and inſeperably an- 
nexed to AX EIGIO, whether good or bad.” Others 
are ſo apt to look upon it as a very dangerous ingre- 
dient, in the compoſition of thoſe whoſe intellicts are 
remarkably frigid, in proportion to the degree of beat 
which is occaſioned by this yſtical addition to religion, 
that they think it were much better for the World, if 
every man were content to zo brs own way,” without 
endeavouring to regulate his neighbour's head and 
heart by his own barometer of zeal ;_ and to this latter 
opinion, I muſt confeſs, I have an irreſiſtible tendency 
td fubſcnbe. © IIC 
I believe we may define zeal (eſpecially in the ſenſe 
of thoſe who felicitate themſelves in poſſeſſing a large 
uantity of this inflammatory ingredient) to be a bel. 
| ring, extravagant. and unjuſtifiable eagerneſs to pro- 
pagate bi von (at eaſt)" jeepingly "Heligious opinions, 
This point being ſettled, let us now proceed in this ö 
curious and intereſting ſübject, and examine whether 
it were not better for this World, 'as well as the next, 
/ to explode this fiery impulſe, which, in general, I 
think, does not direct us to the beſt purſuits, nor 
greatly encourage that kind and fraternal denon, 
which alone can make us truly virtuous and happy in 
our preſent ſtate of eiſten es. 
_ "To What putſuits, then, does zeal! generally con- - Ml 
duct us? does it confine itſelf within the narrow cirele ... 
of each individual” for kimſelf alone? and does it 
n 6 3 C J | only f 
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5 
only urge every man in particular to take care of his 
own little world ? if this were the caſe, 1 ſhould be 
ſo far from having any quarrel to it, that I would ra- 
ther encourage it, as the incentive to good and wor- 
thy actions; but, alas ! it is unhappily of ſo active a 
nature, that it is as difficult to reſtrain it, as to pre- 
vent a houſe on fire from being conſumed. Whoever 
could undertake to ſtop the devouring progreſs of 

the flames with one 785 of water only, may alone 
hope to quench this fire, and keep within bounds this 
maddening quality. A prudent and mild degree of 
' zeal, indeed, is ſo tempered. with ſweetneſs and mo- 
deration in admonition, and even in reprehenſion, 
that I have no difficulty to exempt it from any blame 
or cenſure.—I have been highly charmed with the 
converſation and ideas of ſome eminent zealots, in 
| their reſpective religious profeſſions, who, by the uſe 
| 
| 


of ome ſcriptural expreſſions which they adapted to 
| the diſpoſitions of their bears, as the ſkilful taylor 
adapt the lining to the cloth, had formed in them- 
| \felves ſuch a profuſion of zeal, that they might be 
truly ſaid to be eaten up with it, Could I have been 
induced to give up my underſtanding cordially into 

_ their hands, I doubt not but Imight, in time, become 
atolerable proficient therein; but it is, unluckily, of 
ſo frigid and ſtubborn a nature, that all the warmth 
and energy of their diſcourſes, could not impel me to 
be initiated in their myſteries. I happened likewiſe 
to be, unfortunately, fomewhat_veried in hiſtory, 
which contains ſo many doleful accounts of the miſ- 
ee and misfortunes of our unhappy ſpecies, which 

] could plainly ſee were owing to the /uperabundance 
of this ſo ſtrongly recommended quality, that, in my 
humble opinion, the world, at leaſt at this time of day, 
mould endeavour to get rid of it as faſt as it can; 
and the means to facilitate this happy change, are in 

| &very hody's hands, and fitted to all capacities, if 
uſed without partiality or prejudice, as hiſtory ins 

| . 
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much plainer inſtruQor than any other whatſoever. 
But, for the honour of human nature, it were to be 
wiſhed that no other books ſhould ever fall in our 
way, but thoſe harmleſs compoſitions: which form 
the delightful amuſements of our tender years ;' ſuch 
as, Doraſtus and Faunia, the ſeven wiſe maſters, and 
the like. Thoſe, which are ſaid to be compoſed for 
the inſfructian and edification of children of a. larger 


growth (as Pope has it) are fo replete. with tragical _ 


accounts of their manly exploits, that. they furni 

ſufficient matter of uneaſy dete/tation to every man of | 
a humane turn of mind, who may be juſtly, allowed 
to be a nan; and who has a proper ſenſe of the real 
inherent dignity of a rational being. That theſe 
effects, or at leaft the moſt of them, among the folks 
who called themſelves RR IS TIANS, are to be at- 
tributed to exceſſive zeal, it is what evidently, ap- 
pears to every clear-ſighted reader. This heavenly 
1 ſet them about making a bell of this world, 
an 


transformed a number of otherwiſe very quiet, 


harmleſs, and loving people, into a frightful group of 
demons. - | „ . OY 

All have been culpable in their turns; ſince we 
may find the ſame deſtructive and poiſonous in- 
fluence in a wofull degree, wherever zeal has been 
active and buſy, in exterminating peace and concord 
for the love of God, and the honour of his holy religion, 
where even the practical parts of religion were to- 
tally neglected, and ſometimes, perhaps, the ſpecula- 
. tive not much attended to, in ſecret; yet ſtill the 
human paſſions of every kind, found a wonderful re- 
| ſource in this fatal and deplorable quality, and the 
principal managers were but too well ſeconded by 
many others, to concur in every ſcheme, broached 
by hypocriſy, to ſerve the vileſt purpoſes of ambition 
or vengeance. Alas! what diſmal and direful ſcenes! 
how replete with horror, for the view of meek-eyed 
humanity! I am happy * the notion, that this is = 

2 | t a= 
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ſpeak not of ſpeculative points) but in thoſe that are 


practical, which is the baſis of all the peace and hap- 


or papiſts, let us unanimoufly reject whatever may 
tend to foſter enmity, or foment diſcord. If the 
latter renounce them to every impulſe of this kind, 
why ſhould they not, as men, be received into the 


2 man, the friend of my | ſpeties, 1 ſincerely wiſh, that 
the voice of cruel unchriſtian rancour, from whatever 
quarter it proceeds, may be ever filenced with con- 

tempt, or drowned by the united efforts of reaſon and 


"nized, and not quite ſo much and with e of 


F' 0 by” 


favourable time for a ſincere and cordial union (I 


pineſs we can expect to enjoy. Whether proteſtants 


pale of kindly compaſſion, and chriſtian charity ? as 


Humanity; - 
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. 8. Ive met with ix cke in your Paper, under | 
the ſignattire of Calvin, to whom 1 hall only ſay, in 
return at preſent, that papiſts do not want for their 
Culbins, their retulers of maſſacres and laughter, 157 
can furniſh out as diſmal tales as he could poſſibly d 0. 
but this is abſolutely. foreign to my purpoſe and incli- 
nations, for my imagination is ſomewhat more hu ma- 


horror, as my a Reeg, to be. 


ee 
be inſidious ſmile upon the cheek ſhould warn us of 
the canker in the beart. ET Rr 3 
Junius. 


5 HIS was the language of an Engliſhman, when 

he ſpoke of the Scotch; and this ſhould be 
the language of a proteſtant, when he mentions a 
papiſt. That Iam not wrong in my remark, this 


paper ſhall bear teſtimony. The duty which 1 owe 


to the pureſt of religions, now calls on me to ſtand 
up in her defence — ſhe is illiberally attacked by 
jeſuitical aſſaſſin, and a compariſon drawn which dit- 
graces her dignity. In the day. of danger, he is a 
brave man who ſteps forth ;-—but in the dark hour 


of hypocriſy, there is ſomething more than ſpirit ne- 


ceſſary. In ambuſcade we mull bght with caution, - 


and when treachery is in view, keep a watchful 
guard. It is not every man who 1s proof againſt the 


wiles of a bigot, or can perceive the deep deſigns of 
a popiſh advocate; the honey of rhetoric can 


ſweeten a ſentiment, and the poiſon. of the mind be 
ſwallowed in flattery. Theſe are the alarming opiates 
which lull ſuſpicion to ſleep; and theſe the formidable 
enemies which every ae e heart ſhould dread. 
Dear bought experience has wrote in our minds, in 
characters of blood, the ſpiritual /enity of popiſh 
power; —— and the conſcience which dictated one 
horrid maſſacre, whilſt it yet remains under the ſame 
authority, will never internally altar its principles. 
The religion of Rome is founded in ſuperſtition the 
materials of her church are a compound of abſurdities; 
Ther children are implicit ſlaves to an unde viating 


and uniform hatred to all other ſects; - and whenever 


the holy zealots can find an opportunity, then do they 
; | Cr burtt 


burft forth with vengeance on their enemies. The 
ties of nature are forgot —humanity is diſſolved ;— 
their breaſt is inflamed with the fire of enthuſiaſm ; 
—and yet, wonderful to tell! in the midſt of this 
dreadful conflagration of the paſſions, the ga tle breath 
of abſolution'can whiſper peace to their foul, and en- 
ſure happineſs hereafter. | „ 
That the farce of a conteſt might be properly kept _ 
up, the patriotic Sydney becomes an antagoniſt, and 
enters the liſts with as much ceremony as if the pro- 
teſtant and the popith religions were two horſes Who 
4 never ſtarted againſt each other before. The match 
thus made, *Co/mopvlita mounts, gives his nag a ſpur, 
takes the lead, and is followed by Sydney ;—the news 
paper is the courſe, the public the ſpectators, and 
Hont ur the reward. Let us now examine how they 
have performed, and change the ſimilé to its proper 
channel. Co/mopolita harrangues on the bleſſed proſ- 
— pect of all controverſy heing over; that a philoſo- 
= e phical candour begins to reign 3 that he is the re- 
| se conciling peace- maker, —who will bring the lamb 
and the wolf to drink at the fame fountain, without 
animoſity ; and then he concludes with a fine pane- 
gyric on the gentleman- lite, and ſchblaſtic virtues of his 
. on the other hand, begins where 
ofmopolite left off that is, by complimenting his ad- 
verſary and fo regularly gradates to the acknow- 
Jedgement of the happy effects which muſt ſpring from 
the reconciliation of differences; and then ſhews his 
? ſcbolaſtic education, by quoting the tenets of the po- 
| pith church, and'telling us what was done at the dif- 
terent councils of Conflance, Lateran, &c. &c. Kc. &c. 
&c: &. tranſactions, which, to uſe my learned friend's 
phraſe, are quite ulopian to the anſwer he ſhould have 
enn Sandi 0 3% unn 44 1 
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cre to remind us of his learning ; ; but he has not one 


nervous thought to beſto one ſoft, ſtealing expreſ- 
fion, which will make its way to the heart. He is diſ- 
cordant in the muſic of his language, though he ſtrikes 
every key of bis grammar. 


Without a very minute diſcuſſion of the tenets of | 


the popiſh doctrine; without ranſacking the hiftory 
of Rome, or quoting her religious diſputes ;. we need 
go no farther back for the character and ſentiments of 
theſe people than to that bloody period in this coun- 
try, when theſe barbarous and inbuman butchers un- 
locked the ſecrets of their breaſt, and gratified their 
horrid thirft for human ſacrifices : then their deſigns 
threw off the maſk of hypocriſy; the holy murderers, 
reeking with proteſtant blood, appeared at the altars 
of their church, with a grinning ſneer of horrid joy. 
Not ſatisfied with barely depriving of life the inno- 
cent victims of their vengeance, they put even the 
child, which their barbarity forced in an untimely mo- 
ment from the womb, to the torture of impalement ; 
they ſtuck upon ſpikes, they hung up by the arms, by 
the neck, by the feet, men, women, and children, 


indiſcriminately. The ſhrieks of beauty, — the cry of 
mercy,— the pitiful calis of expiring nature z—nay 


the very infants who had juſt taſted the cup of lite, 

could find ho compaſſion. The inhuman dogs licked 
the ſluices of their exiſtence, even to the laſt drop 
which cloſed the bloody ſcene. 

Can we take the offspring of theſe Wonders to our 
boſom? can we fold in our hearts the profeſſors of a 
faith, whoſe religion teaches them to glory in ſuch a 
work as this? nature forbids it. The ſyſtem of hu- 
manity muſt change firſt — the lion forget his fero- 
city; or the papiſt diſavow his Holy mother church. 


I know the arts that are uſed to reconcile theſe bigots 
and open-hearted churchmen together; even all 
the men 1n the kingdom have eſpouſed the whole, 
and weakly been led to believe, that theſe ſons * 
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ſuperſtition were become rational beings ;——burt, 
thanks to the virtuous majority of the lords, all ſenſe 
of former injuries was not forgot; they remembered, 


| 4 | and' juftly too, the implacable hatred of the prieft- 
' _ _» * hood ; and that they behold every miniſter of the 

Lo proteftant faith, as depriving them of their bread ; 
3.8 which opinion, as wa reverned prelate obſerved, 
© <c will never ſubſide white the cauſe remains 3” and 

$3 that cauſe will, I hope, never be removed. 
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RELIGIOUS diſpute is of all others the moſt 


unneceſſary, and ridiculous at certain times 


and circumſtances, eſpecially when conveyed through J 
the vehicle of a new's-paper, After much time fruzt- ; 
leſsly ſpent therein, and to the great conſumption of a 
ink and paper, the antagoniſts are apt to be ſurpriz- J 
ed, When good ſenſe comes to preſide at their ro- 1 
mantick attempts, to effect in a few ſheets of paper, 3 


What fo. many numberleſs gigantic. folios have la- 
boured in vain to compaſs; the bottom of all reli- 
gious controverſy is dark and deep, by the unceaſing 

induſtry of each party, to heap argument upon ar- 
gument, and by conſidering the ſame object in ſo 
many different points of view, that the real original 
matter of debate is ſrequently loſt in a cloud of 
wandering ſubtleties. It is the with of an ideot to 
draw. all mankind into the fame religious ſyſtem in a 
every reſpect, while there are ſo many authors of ; 

weight and merit to promote their reſpeCtive o- , 
pinions, to bias the mind on every fide of the { 
queſtion. But there is no impoſſibility as] can con- 
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ceive of all fincerely uniting in ene political creed, if } 
every party would freely renounce, to extravagant 1 
and intemperate. zeal, for their particular mode of 94 
religion, and cordially bend their attention to pro- i 
more with united efforts, the general good of their be 
country; if they would labour to be good ſubjects, -i 
and virtuous citizens; a great declenſion of blind 9 
and fooliſh enthuſiaſm throughout the world, ſeems 1 


to promiſe peace and reſt to mankind ; this bane of 
religion has loft it's deadly power, to poiſon all the 
ſources of human tranquillity and happineſs. Is there 
any man ſo great an enemy to his ſpecies, as not to 
wiſh for an increaſe of union and harmeny among 
eee eee, 
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COME 
his countrymen in political matters, if we put the 
affairs of the other world, entirely out of the queſtion ? - 
If there be any ſach who obſtinately foments the fire 
of unneceſſary diſcard in his own breaſt, he exactly 
reſembles the well-known Fack in Swifis ingenious 
performance. A late writer (if he deſerves that 
title) has aſſumed his name and ferocity, but without 
the ſmalleſt pretence in the world to his learning and 
knowledge. Who revealed the mighty ſecret to him, 
© that Co/mupolita deſigned to embark in a religious con- 


troverſy ? It is quite plain and manifeſt; that he un- 


derſtood not the purport of Sydney's letter, nor thoſe 
of the former, though it is poſſible a man of common 
ſenſe, with no great ſtock of learning could not 
miſtake it. If his underſtanding be defective, it is no 
fault of either of the writers, and he ought to beat 
the trouble of repairing it himſelf, if there be aw 
hopes of the attempt being crowned. with ſucceſs. 
J have formed many conjectures with regard to this 
angry writer, which I ſubmit to the judgment of the 
public. In his firſt letter he ſpeaks ſo much in the 
tile and phraſe of a horſe-fockey, by his ingenious 
ſimile brought quite freſh from the Curragh, that at 
firſt I ſer him down for ſuch in my mind, but 1 doubt 
this conjecture will not be found very valid, if we 
reflect that in the view of wang: good judges, he has 
been lately moſt ſhamefully thrown out in the race, 
when he ventured to bring his dull heavy ſteed, 4s 
e horſe” into the field 

inſt ſome running cattle, much more adapted for 
Os the prize. I have been credibly informed by 
men of undoubted veracity, that when in that diſ- 
_ graceful poſition, he was inceſſantly caſting dirt at 
ome of the ſpectators, who adviſed him to quit the 
field, and not to ſpoil the port My next conjecture 
is, that he is a muſician, for he plays ſo many har- 
monious tunes upon words, metaphors, &c. and ſeems 
to underſtand ſo thoroughly the difference between 
„ harmony 


tia 


Barnony and diſcord, that I ventured to imagine he 


might be a ſon of Orpheus, but one /mall difficulty re- 
mains, that I have been ſolemnly aſſured by ſome 
eminent practitioners in that way, that he hath no 
right conception of any inſtrument he ſtrives to 

upon. My laſt conjecture, I believe, will be found 
more ſolidly grounded, which is that he is a butcher. 


It is remarkable, that tradeſmen love to talk after 


the ſtile and manner of their reſpective trades ; thus 
they are as well known in a mixed company, as if 
they were actually employed at their ſeveral occupa- 


tions; and does not Calvin expreſs himſelf fo forcibly: - 


in the uſual phraſeology of a butcher, does he not. 
hold forth the inſignia thereof to publick view, in 
ſuch, a manner that to aſſign him any other trade, 
were as abſurd as to put the a/ into the weaver's 


hands, and the /buttle into the cobler's ? His mangled | 
exhibitions of Head and laughter, the viſible delight 


and pleaſure he takes in talking of his trade, che 
well-known ſcene of dogs licking up blood, Which 
he undoubtedly brings from his own {laughter-houſe, 
all conſpire to make my opinion at leaft yery proba- 
ble; nor can Irecolle& any circumſtance. but what 
will ſerve to confirm it. It may happen that I may 
have ſome dealings with him in his 4vay, but I earn- 
eſtly requeſt, that he will not ſend me the thigh of a 
child, inſtead of a leg of mutton, for although to 
my great ſurprize, as I have been informed he de- 
lights exceedingly in human fleſh, my ſtomach would 
prove perhaps too ſqueamiſh to reliſh his dainties. 
This man (let his trade be what it will, I am 
ſure writing is not) aſſerts that he has triumphed after 
mſtaking the matter in every circumſtance; and with- 
out endeavouring even at a ſhew of argument. * This 


* This formidable antagoniſt in a very ſbort and 
trivial letter, brays of having ſilenced the contro- 
| | ver ſy, 
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"able general after performing nothing worth any no- 


tice, and in the midſt of a very precipitate retreat, 
begins to ſtun our ears with the cry of victory. Can 
he think, that this abſurd ſtratagem will impoſe upon 
even the moſt ignorant and injudicious of his hearers? 
at the ſame time he very politely abuſes his country- 
men for ig norance and obſtinacy, if this country had 
the hononr to produce ſo eminent and accompliſhed a 
writer. I ſhall ſay no more of him at preſent, but 
that he has very abſurdly obtruded himſelf into the 
preſent conteſt, wherein the whole ſum ef his abili- 
ties and talents, can only render him an object of 
i . en LH 
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LETTER vn. 


THILST aſkirmiſhing war is carried on between 


/ , the, polite Sydney, and the jhdicious Coſmopo- - 


lila, concerning the Roman Catholics ; and each, 
though temperate, warm with the ſpirit of Weide 

permit a ſtranger to their paſſions, diveſted of fa- 
vour or malice, and intirely unconnected with the 
political or polemical cauſes of the debate, quietly 
to enter the liſts and hazard a few remarks, drawn 
from the unerring fountain of paſt and preſent expe- 
rience; which, if read without prejudice, and exa- 
mined with candor, cannot fail of ſetting the points 
of diſcuſſion in their true and genuine light,  _ 


It has been obſerved, that fanders-by ſee more of 
a game, than thoſe who play; — that is, diſpaſſionate, 


o 


diſintereſted people, attentively liſtening to a dif- 
pute, in the event of which they have no concern, 
are more likely to detect quay or diſcover truth 
from the arguments on either ſide, 
themſelves, heated by mutual oppoſition, and more 
willing to conquer than to be convinced. The in- 
trinſic value of the prize is often of no moment to 
the competitor; to win is their chief am 
Profeſſing myſelf totally unconnected with the de- 
bates of Coſmopolita or Sydney, whatever may be the 


iſſue, I ſhould have left thoſe genteel and gallant An- 


tagoniſts in the entire poſſeſſion of the field, if a 
malignant Huſſar had not irregularly broke in on the 
combatants, attacking both with an acrimony unbe- 
coming a fair and generous enemy, under a ſignature 
which is, indeed, expreſſive of his diſpoſition z Cal- 
win being ever eſteemed the moſt ſpiteful and gloomy 
of all that meddled in the buſineſs. of reformation. 
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| zeal of true religion; and diſtingui 


E 


lte is not my intention to paſs any judgment on the 


religious, or ſpeculative opinion of Papiſts; or to de- 


cide whether they are agreeable, or contrary to the 
plain doctrines of chriſtianity ; that taſk I reſign to 


the doctors of either fide, who ſeem beſt qualified to 
maintain truth on one hand, or detect falſhood on the 


other; my buſineſs ſhall be only an endeavour to ſe- 
perate the inſidious animoſity of ut » from the 

what the mis- 
fortunes of the times have unhappily blended in ſuch 
cloſe compaQ, as to preſent but one idea, where th 
cauſes are,_in reality, as different as two lh 
could produce. : 

Moſt writers, on what is called the popular fide, 
have perpetually attributed ſome poſitive, political 
evils, emerging from natural, intereſted, and merely 
common motives to a ſet of religious opinions, which 

abſtractedly conſidered, could never in themſelves be 


productive of ſuch events. For inſtance ; the fre- 
quent attempts of the Iriſh Papiſts, to ſhake off the 
 Englith yoke, though no more than uy nations 


have done, at almoſt every period of hiſtory, are 


ſtill injudiciouſly charged to religion; when examples 


can be ſhewn, from the annals of all countries, that 
a ſtruggle for liberty and political advantages, were 
the only things meant by the conteſt. As to the 
grand rebellion in 1641, the moſt impartial writers 


allow that an adherence to the royal party in this 
kingdom, was the original deſign of the leaders, 


though the flame of hoſtility gave riſe to acts deteſt- 
able to reaſon, religion, or common ſenſe. Could 


any thing leſs than murder and robbery be the off- 
- ſpring of ſuch an ignorant and licentious rabble, as 
"uſually follow camps in the heat of civil war? 
Peopery is aſferted to be incompatible with political 
liberty. | 


But how ſhall we reconcile the preſent exiſtence 


of free Popiſh republics, and Proteſtant deſpotic go- 


VeTn= 


E . 
vernments, with ſo crude an idea? Are not the 
commonwealths of Venice, Genoa, Lucca, and St. 
Marino, in Italy, part of the Helvetic confederacy in 


Switzerland, the Griſons and Valtelines in Savoy, 


with the ſtate of Reguſa in Dalmatia, all of the 
Popiſh perſuaſion ; whilſt Ruſſia, whoſe ſubjects own 
neither papal ſupremacy or infallibility, with the 
' reformed kingdoms of Denmark. Sweden and Pruſ- 
ſia, groan under an oppreſſive tyranny, nothing infe- 


rior to that practiſed in France, Spain, or other Ro- 


* miſh countries? How, therefore, can religion pro- 
_ duce ſuch effects as are contrary to its genius, were 
that poſition to be allowed ? 

If we examine our own hiſtory, will it not be 
found, that the Britiſh Laws and Conſtitution, where- 
of we are. ſo jealous, and make fo great boaſt, were 
founded in the very boſom of Popery, and at a pe- 
riod when papal Authority and ſuperſtition are faid 
to have obſcured the whole Chriſtian world, and 
blinded the human judgment ? f 
What were the barons, who ſo long conteſted the 
encroachment of the crown ?—Papifis, What was 
King John, who gave the famous Magna Charta, and 
generouſly enfranchized the while realm of England ? 
-A moſt bigotted Papiſt. | 


To deſcend to the preſent times, who expelled the 


Jeſuits, and raiſed the -firſt ſtorm againſt that great 
| bulwark of papal tyranny, when they oppoſed the 
liberties of the people, and the juſt rights of their 
Crown ?—The kings of Portugal, France, and Spain , 
all zealous aſſertors of the Romiſh doctrine. | 

And what are the brave Corſican nation, who 
have for more than forty years ſtruggled, and till 


ſtruggle for that idol Liberty, againſt the powers of 


Genoa, and now againſt thoſe of France, and wading 
through oceans of blood and danger, even in oppoſi- 
tion to declared papiſt of theit own perſuaſion in every 
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K 1 
tittle? Are they not to a Man, moſt bigotted to the 


church of Rome ? 
Having ſo fully proved my_ affertios; that the Po- 


piſh faith of itſelf, has nothing to do with forming 


this or that reſolution ; and its profeſſors may be 
good or bad ſubjeQs, in common with other men, 


and that ſpeculative opinions neither render them 


factious to government, or tyrannical in their notions. 
I ſhall take leave, with a continuance of my political 
creed, concerning the Papiſts, till a more able pen 
ſhall deign to convince me. 


MODERATOR. 


S 29 
LE PTR N 


HAVE read Coſmopolita's two letters, publiſhed in 
I your Papers of the 22d of July; and the 8th of 
Auguſt ; if you think the following remarks on them 
may promote a public or private good, by inſerting 
them in your uſeful Paper you will oblige 


A friend to civil and religious liberty. 
PERSECUTION, or hatred of others, merely on 


account of difference in opinion in religious mat- 
ters, is juſt as rational as it would be, becauſe we 
have not the ſame countenance or ſtature ; it may 
make men hypocrites, but can never make them ho- 
neſt, better chriſtians, or men: thus far I have the 
pleaſure to agree in ſentiments with the author of the 
above letters; and | do moſt cordially agree with 
him alfo in his very juſt repreſentatiun of the beauti- 
ful ſimplicity, meekneſs, charity, and benevolence 
of genuine chriſtianity ; but I muſt, at the ſame time, 
remind him, that it is to the reformation, the art of 
Printing, and other circumſtances, that we are in- 
debted (as inſtruments in the hand of providence) 
for the revival of this beautiful idea, which was mi- 
ſerably obſcured for many centuries before that peri- 
od. If, in thoſe times of ignorance (and for ſo long 
a continuance as is evident from hiſtory) all its at- 
tendant evils of error, bigotry, ſuperſtition, and per- 
ſecution, at ſundry times, and vpon fundry occaſions, 
crept in and defaced the purity of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, ought we not to be thankful for having been 
born in better times, and under more favourable cir- 
cumſtances, and improve the advantage by correct- 
ing the remains of thaſe bad impreſſions which pre- 
judice, inattention, and an a'moſt ſettled averſion to 

1 fre- 


„ 
free and impartial enquiry ſuffers to remain on the 
minds of many, as if it was really an hereditary evil * 
I alfo further agree with the author, that Popery 
is reformed from what it was, where the reformation 
is eſtabliſhed ;. which naturally flows from the inter- 
courſe and connection of its profeſſors with Proteſt- 
ants, and the informations received from them, which 
they cannot ſo well enjoy in Popiſh countries; and 
Jam pleafed the author ſo candidly admits, that a 
reformation may ſometimes be neceſſary, and is (ac- 
_ cording to his account) accompliſhed in his own 
church; for which, howevever, he ought to thank 
the Proteſtants, who ſhewed them that good exam- 
ple. Whether this is ſincere, or only compulſory, I 
Hall not take upon me to determine; I do believe 
that the Papiſts of this kingdom (eſpecially the more 
ſenſible part of them) are very well-meaning people, 
+ and do not think the Popiſh religion contains any 
.... Principles of perſecution which they are obliged to 
believe; but this is not always the caſe where Pope- | 
Ty is eſtabliſhed ; and I mutt beg leave to inform the 
author, that though Proteſtants do not pretend to 
mike creeds for Papiſts (they reſign that work to the 
vain boaſters of infallibility) yet they do fay, they 
can inform them what that creed is which their pre- 
tended infallible has made for them; and they do fur- 
ther ſay, that ſo much of this creed is taught as can 
be inforced, or is ſuitable to the times, and no more; 
and. that part of the Popiſh policy, which prohibits ö 
the reading of heretical books, and diſcourages a 
free enquiry, keeps them ignorant of the remainder 
except a very few; and even theſe few are fo accu- 
ſtomed, from their education, to believe what their 
church dictates, that they are not very ſolicitous in 
their examination of them; and reſt. ſatisfied in any 
flimſy diſtinctions and gloſſes that may be neceſſary 
for the preſent time, „„ 


That 


IF 
That foundation doctrine, the infallibility of: the 
church of Rome, contains in it the {ſeeds of its de- 
ſtraction, and with it, of Popery altogether ; which. 
ſhews how imperſect all human compoſitions are : 
for they who believe this doctrine muſt acknowledge 
that they are bound to believe and practice all that 
this infallible guide dictates; fo that, however re- 
pugnant theſe dictates may ſeem in an enlightened 
age, to all their ideas of genuine religion, good ſenſe, 
and humanity, yet they muſt either receive them for 
undoubted truths, or renounc that main pillar of 
their ſupport; fo that they cannot reform from what 
they formerly were, if they act conſiſtently, without 
beginning at this doctrine of infallibility, and own» - 
ing it to be an error, which I make no doubt will, in 
time, be the caſe; until then, no Proteſtant can de- 
pend on the temporary profeſſions, or ſentiments of 
its profeſſors. This is not the caſe with any other 
denomination of chriſtians; if they have erred, they 
can reform; and therefore, if they formerly practiſed 
what they now condemn, there is nothing in their 
principles that can make us doubt the certainty of that 
change for the better. f E 
As a proof of what is above aſſerted, let us conſult 
this infallible dictator; however different the ſenti- 
ments of Papiſts may be on this ſuhject, yet all of 
them agree, that a general council and Pope united 
is this infallible guide, and here follows ſome of their 
determinations. M | 

The fourth general council of Lateran, can. 3. 
ſays, If the temporal Lord, being required and admo- 
niſhed by the church, ſhall neglect to purge his territo- 
ries from heretical faith, he ſhall be excommnnicated 
by the metropolitan and his ſuffragans; and if he ne- 
glect to give ſatisfaction within a year, this ſhall be 
ſignified to the Pope, that he, from henceforth, may 
pronounce his ſubjects diſcharged from their obedi- 
ence, and expoſe his territories to be enjoyed by Ca- 
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tholics; who, have exterminated the heretics, ſhall 
poſſeſs it in the purity of faith, ſo that no injury be 
done to the principal Lord, who doth not oppoſe his 
procedure; provided, notwithſtanding, that the 


fame law take place againſt them who have no tem- 
poral Lords.“ 1 „ 10 
The ſame council decrees * that they who under 
the badge of the croſs, will ſet themſelves to extermi- 
nate heretics ſhall enjoy that indulgence, and that ho- 
deeper which is granted to them who go in de- 

ence of the holy land; and that is, full remiſſion of 
all their ſins which they confeſs, and for which they 
have been contrite, and a greater degree of everlaſt- 


' ing happineſs than others may expect. Council lat. 


artum, to. 11. p. 14 


9 * 
pe third general council of Lateran under Alex- 
ander the 3d, 1179, chap. 27, ſpeaking of certain 


heretics therein mentioned, ſays, © let all men know 


who any way ſtand bound to them, that as long as 


theſe heretics perſiſt in their iniquity, they are re- 
leaſed from all fealty, homage, and obedience due 


to them.” | 


John Huſs was ſummoned by the Emperor Sigiſ- 
mund to appear before the general council of Con- 


ftance to Bohemia, who promiſes he would receive 


him into the ſafeguard and protection of the Empire, 


and commands all princes of his dominions to permit 


him freely to come thither, ſtay and continue there, 
and to return from thence; but, notwithftanding 
this, he was throws into priſon, which being done in 
the Emperor's abſence, he returned to the council, 
argued the caſe with them; upon this they make the 
following decree, and poor Huſs is condemned and 
executed for hereſy; the decree is in the 10th ſeſſion, 
in theſe words: This preſent ſacred Synod declares, 
that by whatſoever ſafe conduct granted by the Em- 
peror, Kings, or other ſecular Princes to heretics, 
or ſuch as are defamed for hereſy ; and by whatfoe- 

| yer 


tn. 3: Þ 
ver bond they have obliged themſelves to the obſer» 
vation of it, no prejudice can ariſe, no impediment 
ought or can be put to the catholic faith, or rather 
eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, but that (notwithſtanding 
the ſafe conduct) it may be lawful far any competent 
and eccleſiaſtical judge to enquire into the errors of 
ſuch perſons, and duly otherwiſe proceed againſt 
them, and puniſh them, fo far as juſtice ſhall require, 
if they ſhall pertinacioufly refuſe to revoke their er- 
rors; yea, though they come ta the place of judg- 
ment, relying upon {ſuch ſafe conduct, and would not 
otherwiſe come thither; nor does he, who. ſo. pro- 
miſes, remain obliged in any thing, having done what 
lies in him. — Bin Council, t. 7. p. 1074. 1 
The fame general council of Conſtance declares, 
that bEing a general council, it hath power im- 
mediately derived from Chriſt, which every perſon of 
what ſtate or dignity ſoever he be, even his Holineſs 
himſelf, is bound to do obedience to, in matters 
which concern faith, the extirpation of the preſent, - 
ſchiſm, and the reformation of. the church.” —Coun- 
cil Conſt. ſeſſ. 4, 5. The general council of Baſil, 
in the ad feſſion, renews the ſame decree z and ſeſſion 
12th doth challenge, by virtue of the Omnipotent 
God; immediate power over all faithful chriſtians.” — . 
Council Baſ. ſeſſ. 12th bin. 3. p. 39. and ſeſſ. 33d. 
they declare this to bea doctrine of the Catholic 
faith, which he that pertinacioufly reſiſts is a heretic.”? 
—lbid ſeſſ. 33d. p. 95. And ſeſſion 45th they add, 
« that it is an article of faith which cannot be ne- 
glected. without the loſs of falyation.” Ibid epif. 
Synod, p. 139. touts tary 40 | ; 
The general council of Conſtance alſo decrees, 
that afl heretics, all followers, and defenders of 
them, or partakers with them, though they ſhine in 
the dignity of Patriarchs, Queens, Dukes, or any. 
other Eccleſiaſtical or Mundane title, ſhall be pros 
nounced excommunicated in the preſence of the Pane 
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ple every ſunday and holy day ; and that the Archbi- 
thops, Biſhops, and Inquiſitors ſhall diligently enquire 
concerning them, who hold, approve, defend, dog- 
matize, or receive ſuch heretics as they before had 
mentioned, of what dignity, ſtate, pre-eminence, 
degree, order, or condition foever they are, and if 
they be found guilty or infamed, by their authority 
ſhall proceed againſt them by the puniſhments of ex- 
communication, ſuſpenſion, interdict, as alſo of de- 
privation of their dignities, offices, and benefices ec- 


| Clefiaſtical, and alſo of their ſecular dignities and ho- 


honours; and by any other penalties, fentences, ec- 
eleſiaſtical cenſures, ways or manners which they 
ſhall judge expedient, even by taking and impriſoning 
their perſons, and executing upon them any corporal 
puniſhment with which heretics uſed to be puniſhed 
according to the canonical ſanctionst.“ —Coun. Conft 
ſeſſ. 45, apud bin. to. 7, p. 1125. , 
And, to conclude this liſt, the creed of Pope Pius 


the 4th, which was eſtabliſhed by the council of 


Trent, and is binding on all who profeſs the Popiſh 


religion, in the 24th and laſt article, faith A do 


alſo, without any doubting, receive and profeſs all 
other things that are delivered, defended and decla- 


red by the facred canons and general councils ; and 


chiefly by the council of Trent; and all things 
contrary to them, and all hereſies whatſoever, that 
are condemned, rejected, and anathematized by the 
church, I do likewiſe condemn, reject, and anathe- 
matize.”—— Vide councit abb. 14. p. 944. 945. 
There are a great number of decrees of general 
councils, and of provincial councils innumerable to 


. the ſame purpofe, but theſe, I ſuppoſe, will be ſuf- 


ficient to convince the author that Proteſtants are not 


' fo void of candour in their repreſentation of Popery 


as he imagined ;. if the picture be diſagreeable, let 
him remember by whom the original was drawn, 
and be thankful that Proteſtants condemn fuch prac- 


tices 


{a 3 ps 
tices, as inconſiſtent with the religion of Chriſt, and 
that it is their principle not to hate others becauſe 


they differ from them in religious matters. 


N. B. The author would do well to inform the 
public, when and where the above laws and practi- 
ces were condemned by the ſame authority that e- 
ſtabliſhed them; and whether the perſecutions in 
France, Germany, Italy Spain and Portugal, were ever 
condemned by the ſupreme authority of the church 
of Rome; or any of them excommunicated for de- 
ſtroying heretics; till he can do this, he ought to be 
filent on a ſubject; the examination of which is by 


no means friendly to the Popith religion; and I beg 


leave to aſſure the author, that Proteſtants do not 
with to abridge Papiſts of their civil and religious 
_ liberties further than may be neceſſary for their own 
fafety ; they know what they had ſuffered by the a- 
bove Popiſh laws in time paſt ; they find they are 
ſtill in force, if they could be put in execution; and 
cannot be certain but this would be the caſe, did a 
proper opportunity offer; nor can, they ever think 
_ otherwiſe while that doctrine of infallibility is pro- 
feſſed by Papiſts; when they give up that doctrine, 
then we may depend on them ; but until then we 
muſt take care of ourſelves, and endeavour to pre- 
ſerve our own civil and religious liberty. | 
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8 Aderunt paccare baci wiirtutis amore. Hor. 
1 14 may, perhaps, be looked upon by ſome of an 
I ia /cheme, to endeavour to reconcile the various 
intereſt of mankind, which, by the aid of religion, 
Falſely underflood, have been rendered ſo jarring and 
diſcordant to each other. However, as cool reflec- 
tion, at prdeſent, ſeem to ſuſpend, in a great mea- 
lure, the heat of controverſy, and a philoſophical | 
*candour begins to reign, where, unhappily, the force 
of prejudice had weakened that of. reaſon, the in- 
tention of a reconciling peace-maker may not be to- 
tally void of effect. It were to be wiſhed that divines 
of all religions had this object (the ſure and perma- 
nent foundation of all human tranquility and undif- 
tinguiſhing fraternal affection) as much at heart, as 
the incultivating of the particular duties of the 
goſpel. I know that many bend their attention this 
way; and all are ſenſible, that to eſtabliſſi peace 
and concord where it was not before, is the moſt 
Worthy, the moſt exalted object that, can employ a 
kind and chriſtian zeal. This is the only motive that 
has prompted me to a cool and candid diſquiſition of 
popith tenets, as far as they relate to civil matters, 
and temporal concerns, in order to prove, that what- 
ee.uyer their obedience and ſubmiſſion be to the ſee of 
Rome, 1n merely ſpiritual affairs, it does by no means 
claſh with that reſpect and ſubordination to the 
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good citizen, and the worthy member of the comnu- 
nity. 5 | | 5 
If it appears, then, that there are more than a 
f million of our fellow- ſubjects in this kingdom, who 
Saᷓ̃ᷓ14e as honeſt and harmleſs as the general corruption 


| 
| * king and the laws which is requiſite to form the 
| 
| 
| 
| of 
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of human nature throughout the world will allow, 
whoſe only crime is in believing only one myſtery 
more than proteſtants will admit of, and in practiſing 
certain rites and ceremonies which cannot affect the 
peace and welfare of any ſtate, will they not appear 
as objects rather of compaſſion than abhorrence, eſ- 
pecially if we reflect upon the numberleſs diſcourage- 

ments and hardſhips they labour under? the cauſe of 
them are deemed by the humane and candid no longer 
to ſubſiſt: what motive, then, can bealledged to hold 
papiſts in abhorrence, who, in many reſpects, ſuffer 
as much as if treachery, villainy, rebellion, and every 
other ſpecies of monſtrous depravity, were neceſſarily ' 
and inſeperably annexed to popery alone, in 79 8 
tion to the many examples of honour, juſtice, probity, 
and humanity, which we may every day meet with ' — 
among people of that communior.—to their own ne- 
ceffary feelings, as men, which cannot be ſuppreſſed 
Land repeated abhorrence to the actions and charac- 
ters of thoſe who diſgraced their religion by cruelty, 
rapine, and injuſtice. Papiſts have no reluctance to 
give up to condemnation and-cenſure all thoſe of their 
perſuaſion, who, upon a fair and candid diſquiſition, 
appear to deſerve it: all they contend for is, not to 
impute their wickedneſs to principle, but to the con- 
ſtant and uniform effects of human paſſions, which, 
when not. reftrained, will operate equally on all, in 
defiance to the dictates of religion, conſcience, and 
reaſon? | „ FOLIO t 
It cannot but give a moſt rational pleaſure to every 
man of a kind and benevolent turn of mind, that the 
unhappy days of furious, blind enthuſiaſm are at un end. 
The miſrepreſented papiſt may now attempt to juſtifſy 
himſelf to his candid and impartial fellow- ſubjects, 
who will not, ſurely, refuſe to make a friend and a 
brother of a pretended enemy. If any misfortunes 
attack the former, he can now, with a moſt pleaſing 
lecurity, fly to * and conſoling arms of 
, e f huis 
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his proteſtant friend, and, inſtead of deteſtation and 
reproach, meet with relief and comfort. This ſeems 
to. be r of mutual forgiveneſs and obli- 
vion for all thoſe events occaſioned by enthuſiaſtic 
influence, and the fatal -fiolence of the paſſions. 

I There are, however, a few, perhaps, who ſtill en- 
deavour to force a tenet upon papiſts, to beget a 
eternal doubt of the ſincetity of all their proteſta- 
tions, however urged with all the honeſt and open 
boldneſs of conſcious. rectitude and candour. The 
imputation of breach of faith with thoſe who differ 
from them in communion, upon principle, has been 
often alledged to them with ſuch ſtupid and fhameleſs 
effrontery, that it ſhould ſeem that the framers of it 
had alone a right to forin the popiſh catechiſm, and 
not papiſts theinſelves, who are certainly qualified to 
know. their own religion better than all others. Theſe 
abſurd ingui/torial creed-makers are often angry with 


the aſtoniſhed papiſts, for not ſubmitting, in a tame, 


implicit manner, to the rule of faith which they, in 
their great wiſdom, are pleaſed to create for them. 
This is not unlike forcibly blackening a man's face, in 
order to have the pleaſure. of reproaching him for the 
deformity of his viſage ; ot ſecretly pinning a paper, 
with the words willain, rogue, thief, & c. written there- 
on, on a man's coat, to incenſe the populace againſt 
him, whilſt the poor man knows nothing of the 
matter. 1 1 . 

The point in queſtion is not, whether papiſts have 
broken their faith with proteſtants, or proteſtants with 

apiſts. but whether this breach of faith was au- 


thoriſed by a real, ſettled principle: proteſtants deny it, 


and are believed by papiſts; with what colour of 
juſtice then, can any one refuſe to render the ſame 
Juſtice to papiſts, when they expreſs an equal abhor- 
rence of this unexiſting tenet ?—the reaſons of denial. 
are the ſame on both ſides. The proteſtant appeals 
to his catechiſms, and rules of faith; ſo does the 
5 e papiſt. 
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Papiſt. The former recours to the doctrine taught in 
proteſtant univerſities; the latter urges the ſame, with 
reſpect to thoſe of his communion. In fine, there is 
no argument can be alledged to prove proteſtant per- 
Jury, in any inſtance, deſtitute of principle io authoriſe 
it, but may be made uſe of by papiſts ; —to lay it 
entirely at the door of irreligious willatiny. for which 
no man is accountable, but he who deviates, in this 
reſpect, as much from one religion as the other. 
The very controverſy which papiſts carry on, with 
_ reſpeR to this pretended tenet of popery, which, b 
all the force and ſtrength of argument, they reje 
and deny with execration and abhorrence, ought to 
be a full and ſufficient proof to every man of common 
ſenſe, that it belongs no more to their religion, than 
to believe in the viſions and revelations of MARo- 
MET. : 
Nothing can be more acceptable to thoſe who at- 
tend to the judgment of cool impartiallity and unbi- 
gotted candour, than to free themſelves from the yoke 
of prejudice, however ſerviceable it may ſeem to the 
common cauſe to ſome unthinking perſons. Nothing 
is more prudent and reaſonable, than to give up freely 
every argument that connot-be maintained without a 
thameful reſiſtance to reaſon and conviction. As for 
thoſe who are ſo highly delighted with their creative 
power of bugbears in popery, that any attempt to 
diſprove their filly ſlanders would be conſtrued by 
them into a grievous affront, it were as abſurd to 

reaſen with them, as to endeavour to convince a man, 
born blind, that a negro differs in colour from an 
european I muſt not omit a very ingenious expedi- 
ent for difgracing popery, by telling the world very 
gravely, that papiſts may be authoriſed to commit 
murder, adultery, &c. at a very trifling expence, by 
the means of certain licences and diſpenſations, of 
which our 1riſþ papiſts are ſo profoundly ignorant, 


as to be to the laſt degree ſurpriſed at this wonder- 
oY E 2 fl 
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. 5 ſol extent of their liberty, which was always: moſt 
A ſhamefully concealed from them, until it was gene- 
1 rouſly manifeſted and brought to light by a late writer, 
to the unſpeakable advancement of truth, humanity 
and virtue. 
However, I am not without ſome grievous appreben- 
fans, that there are but too many papiſts, who, from 
certain confined and narrow ideas of miftaken tenderneſs, 
and wrong notions of natural mildn-ſs, will be apt to 
reject this eaſy method for the /an@ification of actions, 
which, by t heir indocile diſpoſition, they will look upon 
in a very criminal light, notwithſtanding the noble en- 
couragement they have lately received. As mildneſs 
is always attended with good manners, they will be apt 
to beg of the excellent writer who afforded them ſo 
; eee a field of liberty, that be will be ſo indulgent 
as to grant them a licence, and diſtenſe with them im from 
believing-any thing of the matter. 


: CoSMOPOLITA, 
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P. 8. since 1 wrote the above, I met with a letter 
vader the ſignature of Sydney 1 in your paper, to whom 
Eons is addreſſed that is contained in the preſent 
letter. He is an antagoniſt of ſuch a rank, as to merit 
and challenge all the reſpect. Eſteem, and even 
friendſhip, that is due to one in whom the gentleman 


and the . are ſo ee united. „ ; 
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N NG can afford a greater ſatisfaction to 
| a man, engaged in a literary conteſt, than to 
meet with an antagoniſt who is willing to enter there- 
in with all the calmneſs and eandour, that muſt ever 
diſtinguiſh the Lover of guth, from the jmpetuous 
and wrongheaded zealot, whoſe only aim is to ob- 
trude his notions upon the world, without a previous 
examination of their ſtability and firmneſs, but always 


2 


utterly regardleſs of the proper, decent, and juſtii- 


able means to aſſert his eauſe. Such an antagoniſt as 
tbe former I hope will Sydrcy prove himſelf to be, 
notwithſtanding a reflection or two, which I own, I 
cannot help thinking ſevere, at leaſt at the firſt on- 


e ſays, in the firſt place, that he is confident that 
the whole bulk of Iriſſi Papiſts will be found to con- 
ſiſt of two claſſes only; the deceivers and the deceiv- 
ed; the impoſers and the impoſed-upon. | Theſe 
words may be very fairly tranſlated into Knawes and 
Tools; and in this re/peFeble Brdy muſt be included more 
tban half of all the chriftians in the whole world: For 
an {rith Papiſt will certainly paſs for a real Papiſt in 
Whatever country he takes up his refidence. As for 
the firſt-claſs, I hope the candour attributed to me will 
be ſome kind of proof to exempt me from it; and as 
for the ſecond, if I be a man of learning (as Sydney 
kindly afferts) 1 hope it will, at leaſt, extenuwate my 
Folly. And } muſt needs fay that I hope, and even 
yenture to think, 1 am not of that number. a 


I were ungrateful to the laſt degree, not to return 


my warmeſt acknowledgements to my friendly oppo 
nent, fox the many unmerited praifes he is pleaſed to 
beſtow on me: This is a tribute of ſuch a nature, 
that no difference in opinion can atone for its W 

, \ am, 
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J am, however, humble enough to think, that there 

are many of the popiſh perſuaſion, whoſe ſuperior 
merit in this, or any other literary «conteſt, would 
much better authoriſe Sydney's eulogiums. My pri- 

mary intention with regard to theſe my ſpeculations 
on Popery, was to prove, that Papiſts are not bound 
to a foreign juriſdiction, in any matters relative to 

TH1s Wok Lp; that from their meek and peaceable 
demeanor, and the general happy decline of blind en- 

thuſiaſm'and imprudent extravagant zeal throughout 

the world, they might be reaſonably ſuppoſed to be 
now ein a condition to live in peace, harmony and 
friendſhip with thoſe who happen to differ from them 
in ſome points, wherein the good order and welfare 
of any ſtate can hardly be ſuppoſed to be intereſted. 

As for putting Papiſts on an abſolutely equal ſooting with 

Proteſtants, it is (with Sydney's, good leave) what I 

never preſumed to enforce. Whatever footing they 

are to be on for the future (if any change at all 
ſhould take place in their wretched affairs) muſt be 

-entirely and abſolutely left to the wiſdom and mercy 
of the legiſlature alone. „„ 

As to the firft of Sydney's queries, it is ſoon an- 
ſwered. The council of Trent was indubitably the 
laſt general council held under the authority or pre- 

ſidency of the church of Rome; which pre- eminence 
in councils, the Biſhops of that ſee always challen- 

ged. Let us now come to the ſecond, wherein there 
is occaſion for a more ample diſcuſſion. Sydney can= 

not be ignorant of the diſtinction that has been al- 

ways made between points of dactrine, and thoſe of 

diſcipline. It is a very trite one; and yet, I fancy it 

will throw a great deal of light upon the preſent af- 
fair. The former then are indiſputably acknowledg- 
ed by every Papiſt at all times and in all circumſlances. 

Theſe form theHoGMATICAL part of Popery, from 

whence no Papiſt can recede, and remain in that 
part of the communion, | This conſiſts of thoſe ar- 
8 | ticles. 
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ticles which the church of Rome holds in common 
with Proteſtants. Such as the doctrine of the Trint- 
ty, the incarnation, &c. and thoſe of conteſted mat- 
ters, ſuch as tranſubſtantiation, the invocation of 
ſaints, &c. on which it is needleſs to expatiate, as 
they are already ſufficiently well known by the wri- 
tings on both ſides of the queſtion. Now I affert, 
that it is ſufficient for any Papiſt whatſoever to be a 
true fon of the church of Rome, if he believes and 
holds the points commonly admitted, as well as the 
others above-mentioned, without the leaſt imaginable 
tincture of gall in his compoſition to thoſe who differ 
in opinion from him in matters, which, as 1 already 
obſerved, . cannot affect the welfare of any ſtate. 
Now, if the church of Rome cheriſhes in her boſom 
ſuch honeſt, mild, and charitable Papiſts. who are 
certainly her true, and indeed her het children, what 
evil can the dogmatical part of Popery (in itſelf) bring 
on any community wherein they. live? Let it be care- 
fully taken notice of, that to avoid giving offence, T 1 
ſpeak of theſe matters, not in a ſpiritual light, but as 

far as they are relative to temporal concerns. 

Let us now come to points of diſcipline.—<—The . 
council of Trent, as well as all other councils, indubi- 
tably claimed the authority of enacting laws of diſei- 
pline; and, indeed, whatever aſſembly takes upon 
itſelf the power cf ſettling ; diſputed matters of faith, 
may well aſſume it in matters of much leſs conſequence 
- ſuch are the laws or canons of diſcipline; their 
great inferiority will eaſily appear, from their unſet- 
tled and fluctuating nature; unlike the former, they 
are far from being invariable and permanent in all 
times and circumſtances; nay, they depend, not in- 
frequently, upon the will and authority of the ſecular 
Magiſtrate, to give them any degree of currency, 
or enforce the obedience of any individual thereto, 
eſpecially where the civil power may ſeem to be in any 
manner attacked in its rights. Many of them, through 

. | s | the 
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the courſe of time, are become quite abſolete; and 
there are not a few which never yet obtained admiſ- 

ſion in ſome Popiſh countries. There is nothing can 
be collected from laws or canons ſo uncertain and wa- 


vering in their nature and eſſence, ſo as to give any 


real cauſe of uneaſineſs to Proteſtants, (let thoſe ca- 
nons be ever ſo ſevere) unleſs the civil ponuer ſhould 


afford its conſent and concurrence thereto ;—-the ab- 


ſurdity of this ſuppoſition is ſufficiently evident in 


theſe Proteſtant countries. | | 
Fam not ignorant of the many ſevere cenſures paſſed * 


on thoſe whom the church of Rome. proſcribed as 


heretics, a great number of which are to be found in 
the canons of councils, and papal decrees. Perhaps 
here lies the principal drift of ALL SYDNEY'S I- 


TERROGATORIES. It is foreign to my plan to ſay 


any thing with reſpect to the effects of theſe anathe- 
mas in the other world; for 1 ſpeak of this alone. 
Theſe cenſures proceed from the oppoſition given to 
thoſe dogmatical points which the church of Rome 


Fought to eſtabliſh. Let us now examine of what 
nature theſe cenſures are, of which Proteſtants en- 


tertain no manner of apprehenſion. They are four- 
fold, and conſiſt in excommurication, ſuſpenſion, in- 


terdict, and deprivation. of church burial. Theſe 


are the onty weapons, the management of which the 
church of Rome has afſumed to herſelf, as abſolutely 
and 1nfeparably annexed to her authority: As for 
any others, they depend for admiſſion and execution 
upon the civil poꝛbers, whereof 1 do not think my- 
ſelf obliged to take any notice, for this wery xeaſun;—— 
the diſtinction of the penalties of hereſy, de jure ec- 
cleſiaſtico, or appertaining to the eccigſiaſlical law, and 


de jure ciwili, Or belonging to the cia law, at” 
Preisly marked out in the works of the Popiſh cauo- 


niſts, among whom the celebrated Vitus Pichler may 
be conſulted ; tom: 5. cap de hæret. Whatever ſe- 


verer meaſures were adopted, befides thoſe {merely 


eccleſiaſtical. 


_—_ 0245 DD: 
_ eccleſiaſtical, they certainly proceeded from the no- 
tion which Princes, in their reſpective ſtates, had of 
their inefficacy to ſuppreſs what they termed innova- 
tions in religion, and, by their declarations, thought 
to be noxious and deſtructive to the peace and har- 

mony of their dominions. E oe 
As for Pope Piuss creed, it is, in reality, neither 
better nor worſe than the books mentioned by Sa- 
ney; therein are confirmed the dogmatical parts of 
Popery, of which I have already ſpoken ; nor do 
they receive any additional ſanction by proceeding 
from the Pope alone, when they were eſtabliſhed by 
Pope and council before. It is, perhaps, Sydney's 
notion, that Papiſts are indiſpenſably obliged 
to ſwallow, without any heſitation, WHATEVER 
PROCEEDS from the Pope; yet many of his bults 
have been conteſted and rejected by very good Pa- 

piſts. This has frequently happened in France. 
But let us not loſe ourſelves in a cloud of uneſſen- 
tial. ſubtleties, but bring the matter, as I firſt propoſed 
it, to a ſhort and plain iſſue. Whatever bull or de- 
cree ſhould- be found upon examination, to contain 
any thing in the leaſt derogatory to the rights of 
Kings, directly or indirectly, may, and can, with a 
very ſafe conſcience, be rejected by Papiſts, as Pa- 
piſts, without departing from any one article of their 
faith, for which J appeal to all the tracts of divinity 
taught in the French univerſities, and in particular to 
the courſe of theology uſually delivered in the uni- 
verſity of Paris, intitled, prelectiones theologice de ec- 
clefia chriſti, quas in ſcholis ſorbonicis habuit Honoratus 
Tournely, tom. 2. art. 4, wherein eccleſiaſtics are in- 
ſtructed to explode the depofing power, and to incul- 
cate ſubjection and fealty to ALL PRINCES, let 
their religion be what it may; of this any curious 
perſon may very readily convince himſelf 5; and thus 
all jealouſy of popiſb fidelity may be removed, _—_— 
. 3 N 
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ally ſinee the moſt ſuſpected papiſts, the ecclefiaftics 
themſelves, teach and approve this doctrine. | 
Let us now cloſe the Whole with a ſummary review. 
The canons of the council of Trent, and all other 
councils, do indeed enforce obedience to the*dogma- 
tical parts of popery ; but, if a million of canons, 


decrees, bulls, creeds, &c. could be produced to 


attack the authority of the legiſlature in all civil and 
«worldly affairs of any kind whatſoever, they could not 
oblige any papiſt living to an obedience thereto ; 
dice, as 1 have already proved, papiſts may with all 
imaginable fafety of ar rag without ceaſing 1n 
te leaſt to be papiſts, refuſe and reje&t whateyer 
Mould be found, in any degree, contrary to LOY A L- 
rv, and ſubverſive of due reſpect and obedience to 
any government under which they live. 
1 muſt here take the liberty to remind Sydney, that 
it neyer was my intention to conſider Papiſts in a re- 
Agious Light," but merely as ſubjects of Great-Britain. 
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OTHING is more certain, than, that, if we 

form our ideas of an unpopular religion, from 

the writings of thoſe whoſe minds are abſolutely and 
determinately impreſſed with an utter abhorrence of 
it, we ſhall become partial and unjuſt, whether we 
intend it or not; and this abhorrence will rarely ad- 
mit of the ſmalleſt extenuation. Thus, were I to 
tell an honeſt, but ignorant Papiſt, that there are 
ſome good things in the Alcoran, he would, no doubt 
be ſurprized, and perhaps, ſcandalized at the aſſerti- 
on.— The diſciple of Mahomet would ſtone me for 
commending the doctrine and precepts of our divine 
law-giver. Thus it is, unhappily, with the ſeveral 
ſects of chriſtians. The zealots of each party (to 
whom the vulgar look up with a kind of ſuperſtitious 
veneration) entertain a moſt cordial hatred of one a- 
nother, in which they alſo include thoſe who adhere 
to their reſpective opponents — not from choice, 
(which cannot ſpring from ignorance) but the acci- 
dental manner of their education, ſuchas it happens 
to be. The cool endeavours of an -unprejudiced 
writer to allay their holy ferment, frequently acquire 
him nothing but their hatred, while the thinking few 
look on, and internally wiſh him ſucceſs, but with- 
out yenturing to enter the liſts, through a principle 
of indolence, or fear: yet are they not entirely void 
of effect in the preſent diſpoſitions of mankind z and 
the candid moderation of ſome, writers has ſerved not 
a little to reſtrain the deſtructive progrels of blind 
ſanaticiſm. Such writers as Hume, Kofſeau, Pope and 
Voltaire, (with ſome exceptions). have done infinitely 
more ſervice to the world, than all the huge ſproduc- 
tions of myftical madneſs, wherein religion has been 
{> ſtrangely blended with the moſt horrible and dire- 
ful exceiles of the human paſſions. In 


DL 5 48 + 
In the purſuit of truth, there is nothing more ab- 
- furd than to have recourſe to ſubterfuge and ſtrata- 
gem, and to hull the mind with a play of the imagi- 
nation, rather than convince it by the deciſion of the 
judgment. Nothing is alſo more unreaſonable, than 


to deny the plaineſt and moſt obvious principles, for 


want of a better confutation. If a man can once 
bring himſelf to refuſe his aſſent to the mcſt vulgar . 
truths, all argument muſt ceaſe, and he muſt be left 
to the enjoyment of a ſtrange and unaccountable kind 
of victory. It is, indeed, re. that the / iend 
to civil and religious liberty ſhould make fo extraordina- 
a difficulty of admitting one of the moſt trite and 
vulgar diſtinctions in the world; ſo very commonly 
known, indeed, that no difficulty can poſſibly ariſe 
therein to be referred to the Pope, as he infinuates 
with a quotation from A Pin, which (with his good 
leave) does not ſerve to raiſe a doubt, where none 
- can poſſibly be admitted. SLES 5 
However, ſince I muſt attempt to prove what no 
writer was ever yet impelled to do, if this over-/cru- 
pulous gentleman will give himſelf the trouble to look 
over the harangue of Ragazonus, one of the fathers 


of the council of Trent, in the gth and laft ſeſſion ' 


thereof, he will find this ſo much conteſted diſtinction 
very clearly ſpecified and admitted, and the points of 
dbEtrine, (or the dogmatical parts of fPopery) and 
thoſe of diſcipline, arranged in their proper order, 
I do not know whether I ought to inform this writer, 
(kor perhaps he knows it without my information) 
that an almoſt univerſal change has very lately hap- 
pened in a point of diſcipline, whereby Papiſts are 
diſpenſed with from hearing maſs on many holidays, 
to which they were before obliged, under no lefs a 
penalty than mortal fin, as being a law calculated for, 
and admitted by the whole entire body of the Ro- 
miſh communion. I could likewiſe inform him, (if 
neceſſary) that the rigorous penitential canons, pre- 

DC” | VV 
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BY >» „ 
ſeribed in ſo ſolemn and ſtrict a manner by ſo man 
councils, (whereby the moſt ſevere faſting and prayer, 
with many other penitential works, were -enjoined 
for ſeveral years, for a ſingle mortal ſin) have been 
ſo entirely laid aſide, on account of the very great 
decreaſe of fervour among chriſtians, that, were it 
not for hiſtory, we ſhould not know whether they 
ever exiſted. As my antagoniſt appears to be very 
fond of quotations, on every ſubject, I refer him for 
a clear account thereof to inſtruſt. confeſ]. Carolj Bor- 
* ron. Do not : theſe inſtances, | beſides many others 
that could be cited, clearly prove that there are ma- 
ny laws or canons in the Romiſh church liable to be 
aboliſhed and laid aſide? Theſe las obtain no o- 
ther appellation among the Popith canoniſts and di- 
vines than points of diſcipline; whereas thoſe: they call 
doctrinal points, or appertaining to faith, are upheld 
with the utmoſt exactneſs. and placed by them aut 
of any poſſibility of change, without incurring the 
guilt of here. „ Det eontes 
It is very extraordinary, that my antagoniſt ſhould 
inſinuate an imaginaty tranſgreſſion in me, for pub- 
liſhing as imaginary a commentary on the council of 
Trent, when 1 only aſſerted, what that council and 
all other councils have admitted without the leaſt dif- 
ficulty whatever, a diſiuction between dodtrine and 
diſcipline, which I think ridiculous toattempt to prove 
if not obliged thereto, by an unreaſonable oppoſiti- 
on. 85 2 5 | | | 
4 If the council of Conſtance declared all Papiſts to 
be obliged to obey it in all matters relative to the 
faith, the extirpation of ſchiſm, and the general re- 
formation of the church, what are the conſequences 
to be deduced therefrom? With regard to points of 
faith, it is only what all councils have ever claimed; 
but a belief in any /peculative matters, can never pre- 
judice any ſtate. As for the extirpation of ſchiſm 
where human policy does not intervene, the only legal 
| e Pp method, 


W 

. methods are, to effect it by mild inſtruction, and a- 

| bbove all by good example. + Papiſts have a molt pro- 
found reſpect for the writings of the ancient fathers ; 
they revere them as their oracles and their guides; 
yet, they teſtify an utter abhorrence of pertecution 
or violence, even for the defence and propagation of 

- * _ *the faith. , violence were to be uſed in defence of the 


15 faith, the biſbops would oppoſe 1 (ſays Hillarius, lib. 1) ; 


| It is a deteſtable hereſy (ſays Athanaſius, lib. 1.) 10 en- 
| © _ » feavour to compel hy violence, thoſe whom ave cannot con- 
Vince by reaſoning. Conſtraint is abſolutely contrary-to the 
»effence of-true religion (Juſtin Martyr, Lib. 5) and laſt- 
IX y, tet the Jeaus ſuffer no violence (concil tolet 4. can 56) 
M . "We: muſt draw the proofs of a principle from their 


_ "indeterminate prejudices. +Papifts univerſally teach 
and hold, that there is no principle of perſecution in 
their Church, on a religious account. Their eccle- 


authority, even in the formidable tribunal of the In- 
quiſition, to extend no farther than a ſimple examin- 
ation doctrine, and a declaration thereof to the ſe- 
| | cular magiſtrate. Were this inſtitution, which is 
| only a law of ſome particular ſtates, to be now en- 


-tirely aboliſhed, can we imagine, that the reſpective 


* 


legal and proper ſources, and not from-vague and 


Haſtics themſelves acknowlegde the limits of their 


ſovereigns would be declared Hereticks thereby? 


What then ſhould we think of thoſe, who would ne- 
ver ſuffer it in their dominzons? ef . 
The burning of men for hereſy in England, was 


merely a law for the ſecular power 3 and the occa- 


ſions of this terrible puniſhment appear but too con- 
ſpicuous in Englith hiſtory 3 but when they were 
entirely conſigned to the judgment of the Church, 


they received very mild and gentle treatment. 
Wickliff's ſentence, by Courtney, Biſhop of London, 
and afterwards by a ſynod at Lambeth, was only 
: filence ; and he lived and died undiſturbed at bis pa- 
'riſh- of Lutterworth, in Leiceſterſhire. Ayſhton, 
N | 'Swindurbury 
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Swindurbury, Dr. Rigge, Chancellor of Oxford, Ra- 


pingdon, Hereford, and others of thoſe days, after 


conviction of Heterodox Opinions, had no reaſon to 
complain of a harſher treatment. But when the 


ſectaries began to menace and ſhake the civil po- - 


er, it was then thought neceſſary to enact the moſt. 
coercive Laws againſt them. Doctor Heylin, in his 
animadverſions on Fuller's Church-biſtory, ſays, that 


Wickliff's Opinions were comers to peace and good 


order; for he declared againtt the lawfulneſs of 
oaths, and required an exact probity to give a litle to 
property and power, infomuch that a prince who. 


falls into mortal ſin, ſhould loſe his authority and 


prerogative. Hereby the fulleſt occaſion is laid open 


to any ambitious deſigning: hypocrite, who chuſes to 


wear the maſk of fanatical fanctity, to deſtroy his 


ſovereign, and uſurp his authority. Such Doctrines 


were followed' by very natural conſequences: The 
Rebellion of Jack Straw and Wat Tyler was foment- 
ed by one Ball, a prieſt, who adhered to many of 
Wickliff's opinions. Where the Lullards -preached, 
their followers. of the better ſort, ſuch as Sir Tho- 
mas Latimer, Sir John Treffel, Sir Richard Story, 
Reginald Hillon, and many others, were accuſtomed 
to appear as furious diſciples of Mahomet, than meek 
tollowers of the goſpel ; brandiſhing their ſwords 
againſt thoſe who refuſed to join with them: But at 
length, in a parliament (that curtailed the power of 
the Pope in England) in the reign of Henry IV. on 


account of the many reiterated complaints of the 


lords and commons, the famous ſtatute was made 


againft the Lollards, that conſigned them to the 
ſtake. Thus this dreadful puniſhment was merely 


a defenſive engine of the civil power. ES 
Impriſonment itſelf, though but for ever ſo ſhort 


a time, could not be inflicted without the expreſs 


permiſſion of the ſecular Magiſtrate. We have, in 
Collier's preface to the _ volume of his eccleſiaſti- 
. VVV cal 
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N cal hiſtory (and he is a Proteſtant witneſs) a licence 


from Edward III. to the biſhop of London, for the 
impriſonment of an heretic” when any perſon, con- 
tinued he, was convicted of hereſy, the bifhop pe- 
Tttioned the crown for leave to confine the criminal in 
the priſon of the dioceſe; which, it ſeems, the ordi- 
naty could not have done without ſuch an authority. 
pon the whole, my opponent's attacks ſeem 
chiefly levelled againſt the inquiſition, for which ]' 
never ſet-up to be an advocate, as if the eftabliſh- 
ment of it were abſolutely effential to Popery; where- 
as there are many millions of Papiſts ho could never 
be perſuaded to admit it in their reſpective countries; 
for which reaſon, hall not take the trouble to enter 
iaso a particular diſcuſſion of it. Much more might 
be ſaid on ſo complex and intricate a ſubject, but l' 
muſt defer it to a more ſavourable opportunity. 
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TOTH ING is productive of greater miſtakes, 
than to confound the ecceſiaſtical, with the 
civil department; yet this is commonly the caſe, 
whenever popery is to be decried for the ſpirit of 
perſecution. A trifling declaimer ſhall harrange him- 
ſelf out of breath on this topic, without once laying 
down any ſettled inconteſtable principle, from whence 
alone he can extract any reaſonable and ſolid con- 
cluſions. This, indeed, is a ſhort and compendious 
method of arguing a party into every thing that is 
vile and execrable. But as men of ſenſe and know- 
ledge are generally very troubleſome on theſe occa- 
ſions, they are very apt to ratfe ſ me mall difficulties 
as te candour, abilities, and a proper ſtock of learn- 
ing, to the great diſadvantage and confuſion of the 
orator. They would have a man to be verſed in other 
hiſtories beſides thoſe of Lockman,' and writers of his 
claſs ;, and they would aſſert, that nothing is more e- 
quitable than to peruſe carefully the arguments on 
both ſides of the queſtion. 

The ꝑuniſhment of hereſy in Englund took its riſe, 
not from canons of councils, but from ads of parlia- 
ment in the reigns of Henry IV. and Henry V. From 

the latter I will quote a few lines, that will ſhew how 
far the eccleſiaſtical department was concerned in 
that dreadful law that adjudged and ſentenced here- 
tics to the ftake : and foraimuch as the cog nizance 
of hereſy, errors, and lollardries belongs two ee. 
709 Judges of holy church, and not to ſeculat judges: ö 
„ fſuch perſons indicted, ſhall be delivered to the "i 
- * ordinaries of the places, or to their commiſſioners, g k 
e be be acquit of convict by the laws of holy | 
% church.” It is evident, from this, that the copni- 
&.znce alone of hereſy 1 was claimed and exerciſed by 
| : . 
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gcclefiaſtics, ſimply to examine and determine, whe- 
ther ſuch a doctrine was heretical or not. Here 
their authority and juriſdicton ended; and, of courſe, 
whatever enſued, muſt have proceeded from another 
principle. With regard to the diſcuſſion of doctrinal 
; zoints, it is even bur natural to ſuppoſe, that eccle- 
Falles have the beſt right, and are the beſt qualified 
by.their condition arid ſtudies, to examine into them, 
and declare their opinion according to the refult of 
their deliberations. As to ſpiritual cenſures, the power 
of inflicting them has been claimed by almoſt every ſect 
and party, ſince the commencement of chriſtianity. 
'But the rigid diſciples of Calvin, in particular, raiſed © 
| the eccleſiaſtical authority to the higheſt degree, fo 
55 far as to. deſtroy and annihilate the civil. It is welt 
Known with what inflexible obſtinacy they always 
8 contended for their moſt unbounded and unreaſon- 
able religious prerogatives. When the ſeizure of king 
James at Ruthven, in 1582, in favour of the clergy, 
Woyas legally declared to be treaſon, an aſſembly of 
miniſters and elders made a moſt rigorous oppoſition, 
and even ordained all thoſe to be excommunicated who 
| thould coincide with that declaration, although as 
folemn as law could make it. . | 
F The ſynod of Dort exerciſed the power of cenſur- 
33 ing doctrines, and excommunicating heretics; in con- 
ſequence of which many ſuffered death. A very warm 
perſecution was raiſed over the united provinces a- | 
inſt the Arminians ; many of whom then fled for 
Melter to France. Calvin himſelf, with unabating re- 
ſolution, maintained and ſupported the moſt enor- 
mous eccleſiaſtical pretenſions. The council of two 
hundred at Geneva had reſerved to the ſenate the final 
judgment in the cauſes of excommunication, together 
' with the abfolution therefrom. One Bertelier, an ex- 
communicated perſon, petitioned the ſenate to be ab- 
ſolyed, which was complied with; but Calvin no 
ſooner came to the knowledge of it, than he mount- 


ed 


a 
* 
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quence o 
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ed che pulpit, where, with the utmoſt vehemencs; he 


declared that he would oppoſe force ts foree, and 
rather be maſſacred than offer the holy myſteries to 
thofe who» were adjudged unworthy of them; and 


the event was, that he ohhged the fenate to acquieſe 


to his determination. ny 
Thus we ſee that the ſpiritual power in an unlimit- 


ed latitude, was exerciſed by others as well as by the 
church of Rome, inſomuch as every to compel all the 


weight and autliority of the civil power to yield to 


its boundleſs influence' ; but popiſh eccleſiaſties, by 


their doctrine, acknowledge a due diſtinction between 
the authority of the church and that of the ſecular 
magiſtrate, and openly profeſs that their power ex- 


tends no farther than a ſimple declaration of doctrine, 


whether good or bad. Whatever enſues in conſe- 


felves not accountable for, and if they would, they 


cannot hinder the civil power from ſecuring itſelf from 
the many dangers of ſeditious and rebellious doctrines, 


which might in time perhaps overturn the ſtate. But 
have not fome eccleſiaſtics, forgetting that meekneſs 
which ſhould be infeparably annexed to their cha- 
racter and office, ſometimes puſhed matters too far, 
and purſued perhaps involuntary error, with. more 
malevolence than chriſtian zeal ? I will anſwer can- 
didly, that F believe they have done ſo ; and by ex- 
ceeding the limits of their duty, have forfeited that 
ſpirit of mildneß and charity, which forms the prin- 
cipal and moſt beautiful part in the character of a 


miniſter of the goſpel. 


But the church of Rome does not want for illuſtrious 
examples of moderation and forbeararce, even when 
the greateſt incentives to revenge were added to. an 


abhorrence of oppoſite doctrines; while oy in queen 


Marys days unhappily gave a looſe to the deſtructive 
ſpirit of reſentment and vengeance; many popi ih bi- 
I ops, 


9 


other laws by another authority, from 
whence they are kept totally diſtin, they think them- 


„ hs 17 
ſhops, who bad been turned out of their ſees, and 
treated with all manner of contempt and ignominy, | 
totally forbore perſecution, and they were then, as 
they are now, conſidered by their own party as tbe 
true ornaments of the epiſcopal dignity. Neither 
Heat be, archciſhop of York, nor Oglethorpe, biſhop of - 
' Carliſle, exerciſed any ſeverity on the ſcore. of reli- _ 
gion. The biſhops of Glouceſter, Oxford, Hereford, 
and Worceſter, refuſed to engage in perſecution, al- 
though the warmeſt friends to the reformation, allow 
that many zealots in thoſe days committed ſeveral ir- | 
ritating extravagancies, ſuch as aſſaulting prieſts even 5 
in the moſt ſolemn acts of religion, and abuſing what- N 
ever the papiſts held as ſacred. The proteſtant hiſ- | 
torian, Collier, relates many inſtances of the kind in 
his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. | | at 
| Alphonſus, a Spaniard and a friar, confeflor to king 
__ _ . Philip, preached vehemently againſt taking away. peo- 
ple's lives for religion. He even laſhed at the perſe- 
_cuting party, with the keeneſt ſatire, and ſharply up- 
braided them for burning thoſe who could believe no 
better, inſtead of inſtructing them in meekneſs, which 
was the only proper rule they had to follow. | 
The illuftrious.cardinal Pole, whom Hume places at 
the head of the mild and moderate party, was en- 
tirely averſe to the perſecuting ſpirit, and laboured to 
ſtop is pernicious effects, for which his very opponents, 
as well as for the luſtre of his many other virtues, 
could not help confidering him as a truly good and 
pious eccleſiaſtic, at the tame time that they looked 
upon him as a bad po/itician. Thus this latter wreich- 
ed character bore the ſway in their minds, even a- 
gainſt all that collective body of virtues Which never- 
5 theleſs they could not but revere and efteem. _. 
5 In the ſynod held in queen Mary's reign, ſor the re- 
eſtabliſhment of church diſcipline, there was no order 
bor intimation given to the biſhops, or parochial cler- 
5 x 1 . | l 


1 
y, for the purpoſe of perſecution, and this is taken 
notice of by doQtor Burnet. fy 8 
Thus, when religion came really in queſtion. Per- 
ſecution was far from being conſidered as any part 
thereof: let us therefore impute it to its real ſource, 
the ſpirit of revenge predominating over the ſalutary 
mildneſs of religion and the goſpel. | 
The friend to civil and religious liberty ſeems to 
quarrel even with the moſt er and neceſſary difiincs 
tions; but, if we take matters in the groſs, we cannot 
ſurely come to'g right knowledge of any truth; and 
thus learning and reaſon itfelf will be abuſed, and only 


ſpeak the language of our prejudices. 
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Printed and ſold by RIchakb 


ENNis, at No. 67. the cor- 
ner of the Market-Houſe, : 


_ Donn, 


HERE he ſells by Wholeſale and Retail all 
Sorts of Bibles, Teſtaments, Common-pray- 
res, together with a great Variety of claſical and o- 
ther books, ſuch as Diſpenſatories, Virgil, Horris, 
Salmon's Geography, Salmon's Gazetteer, Ovid De 
triſtebus, Gay's Fables, Boyle's Pantheon, Circle of 
Sciences, Boyer's F . Boyer's French 


Grammar, Don Quixote, Cicero's Orations, Con- 
graves Works, Pope's ditto, Hervey's Meditations, 
-Danois Fairy Tales 3 vols. Marſhal's Leiters, Wey- 

 moth's Letters, Hervey's Dialogues, \ Sentimental 

Juourney, Clarke's Magazine, Attorney SBroketbook, 

> Leed's Lucian, ——Boyle's Voyages. Barrow S ditto, 

Beckers do. Byron's do. Anſon's do. Yorrick's 


enn 


* 
8 
8 


Hawney's Meaſurer Spectator 


„ Variety I D es, 8 os Pocket-books. 


1 Miller's and 3 = Weg Latin Teſta- 


ment, French. ditto. Greek Grammars. Lilly and 
Whetual's Grammars and Conſtructionus. Latin and 


Engliſt. Garretſons. Hoole's Terminations. Cor- 


dery, Syntax. . Proſady. Latin Saluſt, with an 


aſſor ment of Novel; and Hiſtories, viz. 
brook's Gazetteer 


Voſter's Arithmetic 
hnſon's Dictionary Cocker s dit to 

| leis Dictionary, Fiſher's ditt 

Gough's ditto”. Double Comes Commercii 

Fenning's ditto Death of Able 


6 Spelling: boox - Vicar of Wakefield 


Harris's Book-keeping David Simple 


Dowhiigs ditto | Young Man's belt: Com- 
Mair's ditto panion 41 
Gibſon's Surveying Clark's Ovid  _ 


8 Gng. tot Beauties of ditts , © 

.Chitdrer's Bible © | Mrs, Teachum 

Dauble and ſingle Weeks Guardian's and Tatlers 
Feparationnsns AÆſop's Fables 


| Clark 8 Introduction Patrick O'Donnell, Ke. 


AT and Toys for Children; with many other 
Books 1o0 tedious to mention. I 


ths alſo ſells the neweſt and wa 88 Spelling 
Books, ſuch as Watts, Dyiwortl's -Dyche's, and 


Fenning's, with alf Kinds of Stationary jWare. He 


binds Merchant's Ledgers and Account Books, neat 


and ſtrong, and keeps an Aſſortment ready made. — 


Good Encouragement is given to country Merchants 


and others who oy = . again. He alſo gives the 
8 and Geathemens Liber- 


-higheſt Price *. 
iaries. * 
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